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2 = The publication office of the Recister ts 
at No. 6 Bank Alley (up stairs), where subscriptions 
will be thankfully received. The terms of publication 
are $9 per annum, iN ADVANCE. Subscribers can 
receive the work in numbers regularly and carefully 
mailed to address, or in Votume, at their option. 

3. 3> Communications by mail, must be post-PAID 


or they will not be taken from the office. 
2. => For Synopsis of Contents, 


AEPAGL SALT a TAT ae 

7. >> We would respectfully remind subscribers 
that the terms of the Register are payment in ad- 
vance. Our expenditures thus far have greatly ex- 
ceeded our receipts ; and, on the confines of a new 
volume, we trust it will not be considered pre- 
sumptive in us to ask the remittance of the 


see last page. 


| been brought home by Lieut. Lynch, among them 
| specimens of the water of the Dead Sea, the 





year’s subscription now due. Current bills of any 
of the sound banks of the States in which sub- 
scribers are resident, or of the adjoining States, | 
may be transmitted by mail, at our risk. 

Postmasters are authorised by law to frank re- | 
mittances, for subscriptions, to Editors of news- | 
papers. 


————— a —_——_—_- -—_— 
23> Complete sets of the Register—to include 


the first fifty volumes (octavo), with index to the | Beacon) on board the Supriy: as, an Egyptian | 


Wire anp Hemp Rore.—The comparative 
strength of wire and hemp ropes has been tested 
by several experiments at the Woolwich Dock- 
yard, England. The following results are given, 
and deemed entirely satisfactory : 


A wire rope, three inches rqund, and a hemp 
rope of three strands, hawser laid, common 
make, seven inches round, were spliced together, 
and placed in the setting machine, and on the 
hydraulic power being applied, the hemp rope 
broke in the middle on the strain reaching eleven 
and a quarter tons—the wire rope remaining ap- 
parently as strong as when the experiment com- 
menced. A wire rope three-and-a-half inches 
round was then spliced with an inch hemp shroud 
rope, and on the power bing applied, again the 
hemp rope broke in the middle with a strain of 
ten and one-fifth tons, the wire rope continuing 
apparently uninjured. 


_ 
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Deap Sea Expepirion.—Many curiosities have 


River Jordan, and the Pool of Siloah ; also, frag- 
ments of the Pillar of Salt into which Lot’s wife 





was transformed.» This pillar, it is said, is near- 
ly forty feet high, and stands exactly on the spot | 
designated by the Bible. The Norfolk Beacon, 
says that Lieut. Lynch expresses the confident 
opinion, that it is the representative of what was 
Lot’s wife. Josephus states that this pillar of salt 
existed in his time. 

There are many other curiosities (says the 











It divides the State into two judicial districts, 
by a meridianal line, over which the laws of the 
United States, not locally inapplicable, are exé 
tended. It also provides for the appointment of 
a U.S. Judge au Attorney, and Marshal in each 
of the Judicial distaicts, and fixes their compen- 
sation ; and, until the next census and apportion- 
ment, the said State shall be entitled to two re- 
presentatives in the Congress of the U. States. 
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RAILROAD ACROSs THE Istumus OF PanAMA.—-A 
company has been formed in N. York for building 
a railway from the Atlantic to the Pacific, across 
the Isthmus of Panama. General Winfield Scott, 
Cornelius W. Lawrence, Matthew Morgan, Sam- 
uel Jaudon, C. A. Davis, and Hon. William Kent 
were selected as trustees. Books for the subscrip- 
tion of'stock are open. The New York Courier 
says: 

The grant from the Government of New Gra- 
nad2, the control of which has been secured by 
John H, Adams, E-q , Consul of the United States 
at La Guayra, 1s limited to ninety-nine years, and 
gives the following acvantages, viz: 

Ist. An exclusive right of way across the Isth- 
mus, with the right to use gratuitously all the 
public lands lying on the route of the road. 

2d. An absolute gift of 300,000 acres of pub- 
lic lands, to be selected by the company. 

3d. All the materials used for the ruad as well 
as effects of perscns employed thereon, are de- 
clared free of duly. 

4th. Two ports, viz: one on the Atlantic anl 
one on the Pacific Oceans, which shall be made 


first twelve volumes, and of the twenty-three vol- | mummy, a pair of the cattle of Arabia, rosaries | the termini of the road, are declared free 
umes (quarto)—can be furnished. Odd volumes, | made of wood from the Holy Mount, shells from | POF's- 


from Vol. 13 to Vol. 50 inclusive, with index, and | 
from Vol. 51 to Vol. 73, with index, can also be 
obtained. 
a 

Tare Grave or tHE Brave.—Philadelphia is | 
the honored burial place of eleven of our brave 
old Commodores, viz: Decatur, Bainbridge, Bar- 
ney, Truxton, Shaw, Hull, Rodgers, Porter, El- 
liot, Dallas and Biddle. 


i. 7 ae ———— 


Postar ArrkaNGeMEeNTS.—Mr. G. P. Putnam, 
one of the passengers of the Canada, it is said 
brings the final adjustment of the postal difficul- 
ties between Great Britain and the United States. 


tie 


2-3> The Hon. W. B. Seabrook was, on the 
12th inst., elected by the Legislature of South 
Carolina, Governor of that State, and W. H. 
Gist, Esq., Lieutenant Governor. 
——_—__—__ —-—+ —~@exe—____ —- --—- 

After the second of January next, Mo- 
bile will be substituted for Ship Island as the 
rendezvous and coal depot for the Royal mail 
steamers from Southampton to Havana, and the 
Gulf of Mexico. 

entation 

Coast Survey.—The Report of the Superin- 
tendent of the Coast Survey, submitted to Con- 
gress on 12th ‘inst., shows that since 1844 there 
has been covered by the triangulation. 17,555 
square miles; by the topographical surveys, with 
the plane table, 2,348 miles, and an extent of 
shore line and reads of 7,179 miles; and by the 
soundings 20,086 square miles, of which 16,824 
were principally off-shore or deep sea-work. This 
work has been done in the foliowing States :— 
Maine, New Hampshire, Massachusetts, Rhode 
Island, Connecticut, New York, New Jersey, 
Pennsylvauia, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, 
North Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia,‘ Mis- 











Sissippi, Louisiana, and Texas. 


|such manner as Congress shall prescribe. 


the shores of the Dead Sea, &c. 


Lieut. Lynch will no doubt give the public a| 
narrative of his expedition. The Dead Sea has | 
been for ages an object of great curiosity, and we | 


doubt not that it has been well explored by this | 
expedition, with the view to the ascertaining, if | 
possible, its origin, the properties of its water, &c. 

Lizeria.—At a colonization meeting, recently 
held in New York, the Hon. Hugh Maxwell, in 
an address on ‘the character of the enterprise, 
stated that Liberia was possessed of three hun- 
dred miles of coast, and, in addition to her own 
population, exerted an influence, by trade and 
intercourse, over upward of 2,000,000 people of 
the interior, and that greater influence was yet 
in store for her. The trade of England on the 
African coast was £4,000,000 sterling last year. 
This large business has been transacted by factors 
and agents of the tribes in the interior, who dwell 
on the coast. In time, the merchants of Liberia 
will become the factors’ agents for the British, 
and this great trade will pass through their hands. 


ee 


Srate or Carirornta.—The bill of Mr. Dou- 
glass, reported in the U. 8. Senate on the [1th 
inst., provides for the admission of all that por- 
tion of the territory of the United States acquired 
by the treaty with Mexico, concluded February 
2, 1848, to constitute a single State, reserving 
the rights to Congress, at any time it may choose, 
to form and admit new States out of any portion, 
of said territory lying east of the summit of the 
Sierra Nevada; and also, reserving to the United 
States all rights of property in the public domain 
and other property ceded by said treaty free from 
taxes and assessments of any kind by said State ; 
and also the power of disposing of the same, in- 
cluding the right of adjusting all claims and titles 
to the same derived from foreign governments, in 








e 
The preliminary surveys will be undertaken 
immediately, by Wm. Norris, Esq., Engineer, 
and itis supposed that the road can be finished 
and ready for operation within two years from 
this date. 

This s¢oad when finished, will control a 
greater partof the trade of the West coast of 
North and South America—the Islands in the 
Pacific—valuable merchandise from China—to- 
gether with the oil and bone trade of our whale 
fisheries—while it will become the only route for 
transportatioa of merchandise from the United 
States to the West coast of America, the Islands 
in the Pacific and to China, besides a vast 
amount of the trade of Europe to the Paci- 
fic. 

The enterprise seems io us one of great im- 
portance, characteristic of an age and a country 
which recognizes nothing as impossible, and few 
things as even difficult, for enerzy and perseve- 
rance. The construction of a railroad across the 
the Isthmus of kanama will have a prodigious 
effect upon the commerce of the world ; and can- 
not fail toa very great degree, to change ils 
course and its channels. 





National Affairs. 
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Senator ww Inpriana.—Governor James Wuir- 
coms has been elected United States Senator 
from the State of Indiana, for six years from the 
4th of March next. 


si. 
= 





Senators From lowa.—Hon. Avevsrus C. 
Dopee, and General Georce W. Jones, have 
been elected United States Senators. 


EO 
DIPLOMATIC. 


3 Senor Don Raraet Acevepo, presented 
his credentials to the Secretary of State, on the 
12th inst., and was received as Charge d’Affaires 
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of the Republic of Venezuela to this Govern- 
ment. On the 14th, he was introduced to the 
President to whom he made an address, which 
was responded to by the President. 


30> The President has recognized the follow- 
ing Mexican Consuls appointed to reside in the 
United States, viz: 

Guituiermo G. Srewart, for New York. 

Anpres Castitiero, for Upper California ; and 

Cartos Leonarpvo Le Baron, for Mobile. 


3C3> The Rev. W. McLain, Secretary of. the 
American Colonization Society, has been appoint- 
ed Minister Extraordinary from- the Republic of 
Liberia to the United States. The recognition of the 
Republic by our Government and. the negotiation 
of a treaty of commerce between the two coun- 
tries will be the chief care of the new appointee. 


3-3” The President has recognized Victor pE 
ta Cova, as Consul-General of the Republic of 
Venezuela for the United States, to reside at 
Washington. 


Dirricutty with Cuiwa.—A letter from Ma- 
cao, China, dated on board the U. S. ship Preble, 
Sept. 26, 1848, says :—“ To-day we sail for Can- 
ton, in consequence of, it is said, our Minister 
having some trouble with the Government.” The 
following particulars are taken from an English 
paper: 

The Hon. J. H. Davis, Envoy from the United 
States, was to have an interview with Seu, the 
imperial Commissioner, on the 21st, at a point 
on the Canton river previously fixed upon. From 
the baffling winds it became doubtful whether the 
United States ship Plymouth, in which Mr. Da- 
vis embarked, could get to the place of meeting 
at the time appointed. The Secretary of the 
American Legation intimated this to Seu the 
day previous to tle meeting, requesting that it 
be postponed. Seu did not attend to the reason- 
able request; and not finding Mr. Davis at the 
place agreed upon, he returned to Canton and 
wrote him an insolent letter. It is said that Mr. 
Davis has demanded that the letter be withdrawn, 
and an ample apology made; failing which he 
will either blockade the river or proceed north 
and lay his complaint before the Emperor. We 
give this asa report; but it appears probable 
enough. Seu is known to dislikeall forcigners ; 
and he would not hesitate to insult the accredited 
representative of a foreign power. America has 
two vessels of war in the Canton river, with a 
line-of-battle-ship and a steamer expected short- 
ly. We cannot anticipate acts of hostility from 
slight differences imperfectly known, but should 
action be called for, the United States will have 
a strong squadron, which, no doubt, was sent to 
the eastern seas with a view to protect an ex- 
tending commerce, 
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ARMY. 


3-3 Five companies of the fourth regiment 
of U. S. Artillery arrived at Pensacola about ten 
days since from Old Point Comfort, and have taken 
post at Forts Pickens, Barrancas, and McRea. 


30 >> The eight companies of U. 8. Infantry, 
recently landed at Port Lavacca, Texas, were, at 
last accounts, encamped at the Salado, about five 
miles from San Antonio. 


30> A detachmont of the eighth Infantry, en 
route for the” Brazos St. lago, arrived at New 
Orleans from Jefferson Barracks on the 2d inst. 
The following officers accompany this detach- 
ment, viz: Major Morrison, Commanding; Bre- 
vet Major Smith ; Surgeon Mills ; Captain Lee ; 
Lieutenants Pitcher, Fink, Hanson, Booker, Hol- 
loway, Blake, Deaney, Willard, Dodge and Hous- 
ton. 


3 >> Two hundred and fifty men of the second 
Dragoons, says the .2ustin Democrat of the 25th 
ult., were on their way to Austin from the coast, 
and two hundred more of the third Infantry, from 
San Antonio. 


DistincuisHep Privates.—-The Adjutant 
General of the United States’ army has pub- 
lished a list of private soldiers of the army, 





the 17th section of the act approved March 3, 
1847, for distinguished services in Mexico, in 
the battles of Cerro Gordo, Chapultepec, Con- 
treras, Molino del Rey, Churubusco, &c. ‘The 
list includes»privates of companies A, B, C, F, 
I, K, of 2nd dragoons, company F of mounted 
riflemen, company H of 3d artillery, companies 
A, B,C, F,H, I, of 4th infantry, companies A, 
B,C, E, F,G, H, 1, K, of 5th infantry, and 
Wendle Hull, Sap. and Miner engineers. 

The extra pay of $2. per month, in virtue of 
the certificate of merit, will commence at the 
date of the battle or engagement in which the 
certificate was won, and continue while the sol- 
dier is in service, unless promoted to the rank of 
a commissioned officer. The certificates of de- 
ceased soldiers will be held for the benefit of 
their heirs, and of discharged soldiers, until 
claimed by them. A deserter forfeits all claim 
to certificate of merit. 

LineaL Rank or Generars.—On page 322, 
the reader will find a statement of the relative 
rank of Generals, in the service of the War De~ 
partment at the close of the late Mexican cam- 
paign. The Cincinnati Gazette furnishes the fol- 
lowing, showing the lineal rank of those now in 
service, Viz: 

Masor Generats :—Scott and Taylor. 

BricapieR GENERALS:—Gaines, Jessup, Wool, 
Twiggs,—Major Generals by brevet. 

CoLone ts :—Brady (Infantry), Jones (staff),— 
Brev.t Brigadier Generals ; Worth (Infantry)— 
Brevet Brigadier and Brevet Major General; Bank- 
head (Artillery), Totten (Engineers), Churchill 
(Staff), Whiting (Staff),—Brevet Brigadier Gene- 
rals; Smith (Mounted Rifle)—Brevet Major Ge- 
neral ; Clarke (Infantry), Harney (Dragoons)— 
Brevet Brigadier Generals. 

Lieutenant Cotonets :—Garland, Riley and 
Belknap (Infantry)—Brevet Colonels and Brevet 
Brigadier Generals. 

Mayor :—Childs (Artillery)—Brevet Liewlenant 
Colonel, Brevet Colonel, and Brevet Brigadier Gene- 
ral. 

Pay Department :—Towson and Andrews— 
Brevet Brigadier Generals. 

Note.—Generals Towson and Andrews are 
placed last on the list, for the reason that having 
no lineal rank, they cannot command out of their 
Department, except by special direction of the 
President. 


Major-General P. F. Smith was at New Or- 
leans on the 8th inst., intending to leave on the 
18th, in the Steamer Falcon, for Chagres, en 
route to California. 

——— 
NAVY. 


(> The U. S. store-ship Suprry, Lieutenant 
Commanding, A. M. Pennock, belonging to the 
Dead Sea Expedition, arrived at Norfolk on the 
Sth inst., in forty days from Gibraltar. Lieut. 
Lynch and Lieut. Sherburne, of that Expedition 
returned in her. 

3C > The U, S. sloop-of-war, Arsany, Com, 
Randolph, arrived at Havanna on the 29th ult. 

33> The U.S. Frigate Constitution, Captain 
Gwynn, sailed from Boston, on Saturday (9th 
inst.) for une Mediterranean Station. 


3. >> The broad pennant of Commodore Jesse 
Wilkinson was hoisted at noon of the 12th inst., 
on board the Frigate Raritan, of the Home 
Squadron. 
i3C-> The U.S. store-ship, Erie, Commander 
McBlain, was at Madeira on the 22nd October. 


3[>> The U. S. sloop-of-war Piymourn, Cap- 
tain Gedney, was at Cumsingmoon, China, on 
the Ist September, during a typhoon, and afford- 
ed much assistance to Chinese and foreigners, in 
saving lives and property. : 

(>> The U. 8S. ship Sararoca, Commander 
Nicholson, was at Sacrificios, at last accounts. 


The sloop-of-war, Preste, Commander 


Gwynn, with Com. Geisinger as passenger, ar- 
rivet at Macao, on the 23rd September, from the 
Sandwich Islands. The PLymourn was at Wham- 





numbering 19!, whose recommendations have 
been received since the publication of ** General 
Orders” No. 32, of June 26, 1848, and on whom 
the President has been pleased to confer * er 
tificates of merit,” pursuant to the provisions of 





poa, on the 28th September, the latest dates. 

3L> The U.S. Frigate, Unirep States, Com- 
modore Read, last from the gulf of Spezzia, was 
at Gibraltar on the 18th ult. 


— 
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UTICA BARNBURNER’S 
CONVENTION. 


[Continued from page’ 380.] 
SECOND DAY’S SESSION, 
June 23rd, 1848. 


Immediately after the Convention was called 
to order this morning, the President announced 
that three telegraphic communications, from 
Pittsburgh, Chicago, and La Fayette (Indiana), 
respectively had been received, ali favoring the 
objects of the Convention, and assuring of sym- 
pathy with the promoters of it. This annuncia- 
tion was received with great cheering. During 
the excitement, Mr. Preston King rose and moved 
that the Convention do now go into a nomination 
for President and Vice President,—which was 
adopted by acclamation. 

Mr. Jewett then moved that Martin Van Bu- 
ren be nominated by acclamation ; and the Pre- 
sident having put the question there was nota 
dissenting voice. 

The President thereupon declared that this 
Convention had nominated Martin Van Buren 
for President of the United States, by acclama- 
tion. 

Henry Dodge, of Wisconsin, was then nomi- 
nated for Vice President, and the nomination 
having been adopted by acclamation, the Presi- 
dent declared him to have been so pominated. 

Several addresses having been delivered by 
members of the Convention, and strangers who 
were admitted to honorary seats, Mr. Butler an- 
nounced the following resolutions, from the Com- 
mittee appointed to prepare an address and resu- 
lutions, viZ: 

Resolved, That this Convention cordially ap- 
proves the course taken by the regularly ap- 
pointed delegates of the Democracy of New 
York, to the National Convention lately held at 
Baltimore, in rejecting the arbitrary and insul- 
ting conditions prescribed by the committee on 
credentials, and in withdrawing from the Con- 
vention, when not allowed to sit therein as the 
true and exclusive representatives of this State ; 
and that by their fidelity and firmness In thus no- 
bly sustaining the honor of their party and their 
State, they have entitled themselves to the last- 
ing gratitude of both. , ! 

Resolved, As the deliberate judgment of this 
Convention, that the representatives of the De- 
mocracy of this State, having been virtually ex- 
cluded from any participation in the delibera- 
tions and doings of the Convention lately held at 
Baltimore, the Democracy of this State are under 
no obligations whatsoever to support the nomi- 
nations there made ; and that our delegates were 
fully justified in recommending the assembiing 
of the present Convention, to the end that the 
Democracy of New York might, through its 
agency, take the requisite measures for the vin- 
dication of their honor, and the assertion and 
maintenance of their rights ; 

Resolved, As the sense of this Convention, that 
it is expedient for the Democracy of New York 
at this time, and by the voice of this Conveu- 
tion, to nominate candidates to befecommended Lo 
the support of the Democracy of this State aad 
of the Union, for the office of President and 
Vice President, and in pursuance of the unani- 
mous acclamations of this Convention, it is fur 
ther. 

Resolved, That Martin Van Buren, of the State 
of New York, be, and he is hereby nominated a8 
such candidate for the offics of President of the 
United States; and that Henry Dodge, of the 
State of Wisconsin, be, and he 1s hereby nomiua- 
ted as such candivate for the office of Vice Pres- 
ident. 

Resolved, That in nominating for the Presiden- 
cy the accomplished democratic statesman w hose 
bame we have now presented to the nation for 
re-election to the chiet magistracy in despite of 
his positive injunction to the contrary, we have 
proceeded on the principle that In a Crisis like 
the present, the people have a right to demand a8 
their standard-bearer in the mowentous struggle 
on which they have entered, the man best quall- 
fied by talent, experience and wisdom fora dis- 
linction so conspicuous and honorable. 

Resolved, ‘That while we will faithfully abide 
by all the compromises of the Constitution in re~ 
gard to slavery within the States, and therefore 
disclaim all right to interfere in any way what 
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yet feel ourselves justified, required, and compe!- 
ied to declare in reference to the proposed ex- 
tension of slavery to the territories of this Union 
now free, that we regard domestic slavery even 
with the mitigating circumstances which attend 
jt in the slaveholding States of this Republic, as 
a great moral, social, and political evil—a relic 
of barbarism which must necessarily be swept 
away inthe progress of Christian civilization; 
and which, therefore, ought not to be establish- 
ed, and by our agency and consent shall never be 
established in the virgin soil of these territories. 
And in this spirit we again repeat the solemn de- 
claration so often affirmed by the democracy of 
this State, that we are uncompromisingly oppo- 
sed to the extension of slavery by any action of 
the federal government to territories now free. 

Resolved, That the power to prohibit the in- 
troduction of slavery into territories of the Uni- 
ted States, now free, is clearly delegated to Con-. 
gress by the Constitution ; and that the highest 
considerations of patriotism, the strongest senti- | 
ments of justice and humanity, consistent with 
our professions of democratic principles, and a 
proper respect for the enlightened opinion of 
mankind, require that this power should be ex- 
epcised in fayor of freedom. 

Resolved, That useful labor, being essential, 
not merely to the subsistence, health, and com- 
fort of man, but also to his bighest happiness, bis 
moral and intellectual elevation, should at all 
times and in all places be esteemed respectable 
and honorable. One of the great evils of slavery 
is he false degradation of labor, whereby in 
slave countries the free laborer is, in effect, ex- 
cluded from all those branches of industry usually 
carried on by slaves. Thus the accumulation of 
national wealth, and the progress of civilization 
are greatly retarded for the want of that energy, 
intelligence, and inventive skill, which result 
from the competition of freemen. 

Resolved, ‘That by permitting labor to be de- 
graded by the intioduction and spread of slavery 
throughout the extensive territories of New 
Mexico, California, and Oregon, we should per- 
petrate an act of gross injustice against all the 
iree laborers of our own couftry, and of over- 
populated Europe, in this and succeeding gene- 
rauions, Who may desire to seek for themselves 
and their families, homes in those regions. 

Resolved, That the doctrines and opinions 

avowed by the Presidential nominee of the Bal- 
limore Convention, in relation to the power of 
Congress to prohibit slavery io the territories of 
the Uni.ed States in which it does not now exist; 
and the position he has assumed, and now occu- 
pies, ip this respect, has, in the judgment of this 
Convention, totally disqualified blu to receive 
the support of the Democracy of this State for 
(he high office in question ; and that it is there- 
fore ullerly impossible that we should yield him 
such support. 
- Resolved, That we view with feelings of deep 
regret the dilatory course pursued by a majority 
of the Senate upon the bills for the organization 
of the government of Oregon, in which territory 
the savages have already exterminated, by bor- 
rid butcheries, some of our missionary families, 
and have put the restof our citizens in immi- 
bent danger of being totaily cut off; and that 
we caliupon the American people, in this de- 
fection of the Senate, to stand by the people of 
Oregon, and to use every means in their power 
lo Compel our government to give that relief 
Which. has been already too long withheld. 

Resolved, That we auhere to the great princi- 
ples of liberty, justice, and benevolence, pro- 
Claimed in the Declaration of Independenace— 
vindicated on the battie-fields of the revolution, 
expounded in the jwaugurageaddress of ‘Thomas 
Jetierson, and illustrated in the great measures 
ol the several Democratic administrations, by 
Which the welfare of the people, the integrily of 
(he States, and the glory of the nation, have been 
80 wisely and successiully promoted; and that 
under no political necessity whatsoever, will we 
ever abandon them. 

Resolved, That the right of the people to self- 
government, and the exercise of that right, im- 
pose duties of bigh responsibility upon all, who 
Patlicipate in it, among which are constant and 
Uuliring vigilance against the encroachment of 
delegated power upon the rights of the masses 
aud of individuais, the strict accountability of 

Public agents, and the universal diflusion ot in- 
lelligence among the people; that absolute and 
responsible governments are overthrown to 
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means of comfort and knowledge, are to be re- 
newed in the name of republicanism. That 
among these contrivances are unnecessary pub- 
lic debts, funding schemes, high taxes, however 
masked, standing armies, profuse expenditures of 
the public treasures, with a view to pension de- 
pendents, reward followers and corrupt elections; 
that as friends of limited, equal and frugal gov- 
ernment, we are constrained by the highest obli- 
gatiops of duty to make unceasing efforts to re- 
trench and decentralize the patronage and in- 
fluence of the federal government—to discoun- 
tenance arene. and to reform abuses 
in every CepartMent and of every .description 
whatsoever. 

Resolved, That while we repudiate as uncon- 
stitulional and dangerous any power in Congress 
to make internal improvements for local purpo- 
ses within the limits of any Stale, we think 
Congress has the power to make appropriations 
for the protection of commerce with foreign na- 
lions, and among the several States, by the im- 
provements of barbors and rivers within the 
limits and according to the principles stated by 
the lamented Silas Wright; in his letler to the 
Chicago Conveetion. 

Resolved, That in case any convention of the 
free States, or of any of them, shall be called 
for the purpose of collecting and concentrating 
the popular will in respect of the question of the 
Presidency, in which, in the judgment of the 
delegates appointed to represent the Democracy 
of New York in the Convention lately held at 
Baltimore, it shall be proper for them to take 
their seats, they, the same delegates, be, and are 
hereby requested—and so far as their Conven- 
tion has power to do it, they are hereby au- 
tharized to attend and take partin such Conven- 
tion. 

Resolved, That in view of the importance and 
necessity of a full discussion of the great ques- 
tion of the day we recommend to our friends 
throughout the State the establishment, in every 
town and ward, of Jeffersonian Leagues for free 
soil and free principles, and of a like central 
league for the county, for the dissemination of 
sound opinions on those subjects by personal dis- 
cussion and cheap publications. 

The resolutions were severally adopted by 
acclamation. 

In reference to the address, Mr. Butler stated 


port, by our influence and suffrages, no other 
candidate for any office, than those who are 
openly identified with us in principle, feeling and 
action in the advancing of free speech, free 
action, free territory, free trade and {ree insti- 
tutions. 

Resolved, That in the opinion of this Conven- 
tion, the controversy in which we are engaged is 
one of principle, and not a controversy about 
men, and that no sentiments of delicacy should 
debar John Van Buren, Esq., from continuing 
his most efficient labors in support of those prin- 
ciples which he has done so much to disseminate 
and render honorable. 

Resolved, That the thanks of this Convention 
be, and they are hereby tendered to the trustees 
of the Methodist Society, for the liberal man- 
ner in which they have awarded to us the use 
of their church for the sessions of this Conven- 
lion. 

Resolved, That the thanks of this Convention 
be, and they are hereby tendered to the several 
officers of this Convention forthe faithful man- 
ner in which they have performed their respec- 
tive duties, and that they be more especially 
presented to our venerable President, distinguish- 
ed alike during his long and useful life, by his pri- 
vate worth, his vigor of intellect, and his fideli- 
ty to the principles of Democratic liberty. 

After the passage of these resolutions, the Pre- 
sident (Colonel Young) rose, and tendered the 
grateful acknowledgements to the Convention 
on bebalf of himseji and colleagues. 

The Convention thereupon adjourned sine die. 














HMliscellancous. 


Austria.—Concluded from page 373.—The 
Austrian monarchy had its origin in a contracted 
spirit of selfishness—that of extending the power 
of the Austrian House of Emperors at the ex- 
pense of that of Germany. The object pursued 
by most of the Austrian Emperors may have 
been to render the crown of Germany hereditary, 
instead of elective ; but with all the advantages 
possessed by the Hapsburg family, they were 
never near that desired end, except during the 
thirty years’ war, through the genius of the Duke 
of Friedland. ‘* That the sovereigns of Austria 
had no mission to become hereditary Emperors 


~~~ 
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that the Committee were unable to complete il, 
and asked leave to finish it according to their judg- | 
ment and without submitting it to.the Conveu- 
tion. The Convention gave the leave required. 
Mr. Butler begged leave to say to the Con- 
vention that, as the friend of Mr. Van Buren, 
he did not believe that distinguished statesman 
would feel at liberty to deciine the nomina- 
lion. 

Mr. Tilden, of New York, then rose and 
moved a resolution for the thorough organiza- 
tion of the Democracy of the State ; which was 
unabimously adopted. 

A resolution in favor of giving the freedom of 
the public tands to actual settlers having been of- 
fered, : 

Mr. Butler moved the following substitute, 
VIZ: : 

Resolved, That we are of opinion that the pub- 
lic lands of the United States should not be sold 
in large quantities to speculators; but should, 
in preference, be sold in small quantities to ac- 
tual settlers, and ata price to them not exceed- 
ing the cost and expenses of acquiring, surveying 
aud giving title to the same, 

Mr. Strong, of Williamsburgh, offered the fol- 
lowing substitute to the substitute offered by Mr. 
Buller :— 

Resolved, That by the term ‘ free soil” which 
we have inscribed upon our banner, and reiterate 
as one of our ptinciples, is meant not only 
‘* freedom from slave labor,” but also freedom 
from the grasp of the land speculator. 

Resolved, ‘That we are in favor of securing by 
legal enactments to every landless man, for his 
use and occupation only, an inalienatle home- 
stead upon the public land belonging to the Uni- 
ted States. 

Alter some discussion, the substitute offered by 
Mr. Butler was adopted. 

The following resolutions were then offered 
and adopted, viz:— 

Resolved, ‘That our political action is based 
upon purely Democratic: principles, involving 
the natural rights and liberty of man—that a 
compromise of these principles would be a sur- 
renuer of them, to which we cannot submit; 








little purpose if their contrivances to oppress 
and tax the people, arid deprive them ot the 


that consistency and duty require that we. sup- 





of Germany,” wrote Mr. Von Gentz to John 


| Von Miller, after the battle of Jena, “ prove to 


me conclusively, that they were never intended 
by Providence to wear that crown.” And it 
would, indeed, seem that even now, when the 
Austrian Emperor need but follow the better 
genius of history, to be once more all powerful 
in Europe, he prefers to call on his barbarous 
subjects to destroy the educated part of their 
Empire, rather than fulfil the glorious destiny of 
assisting at the birth of a great nation. The pre« 
sent Emperor, Ferdinand Ill, whose ancestors 
fought the Sclavonians, Croatians and Turks, 
and thereby preserved the integrity and Christian 
civilization of Germany, is now leading some of 
those barbarous hordes to the destruction of his 
own German capital. He prefers to be the sove- 
reign of barbarous slaves to being a constitutional 
monarch of civilized men. On the same princi- 
ple an Austrian Arcnduse served in the Turkish 
navy against the Greeks, from fear that liberty 
in any shape and in any country would bring 
ruin and destruction to his House. Whichever 
way the present combat terminates, Austria can- 
not escape dismemberment. ‘The most loyal 
provinces will become alienated, and will sooner 
or later fall back on Germany, disengaging Hun- 
gary, lialy and Gallicia. 

The first Emperor of the House of Hapsburg 
was Rudolphus, an imperial count in the Aargan, 
in Switzerland. He was elected Ewperor in 
1273, and governed eighteea years. Bohemia 
had then conquered the Duchies of Austria, Sty- 
ria, Carinthia and Istria, when Rudolphus de- 
manded these Duchies back as integral parts of 
the German Empire. ‘The King ef Bohemia, 
Ottacar, Il, was defeatedand killed. Rudolphus 
invested his son, Albert, with the conquered 
Duchies, whose possessions, on the deagh of Ru- 
dolphus, extended to 1220 German square miles 
(the original estate of hapsburg, 200 miles, and 
the acquired Duchies, 1020.) Albert only acqui- 
red Burgan, and was assassinated in 1308. His 
sons lost Switzerland, 225 square miles; but ac- 
quired by marriage with heiresses, the counties 
of Pfvit and Kyburg, and the Duchy of Carinthia 





—together 368 square miles. 
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The grandson of Albert 1, acquired the Tyrol 
by marriage, 367 square miles, but had to fight 
for it 24 years against Bavaria. He also acqui- 

-red the Breisgan. Albert III. left possessions ex- 
tending 1900 German square miles, each of which 
is equal to about 21) English. Afier the death of 
Albert III. these countries were divided into three 
lines, but united again by the Jaying out of two of 
these under Maximilian of the line Styria Carin- 
thia, in 1496. . 

Albert V., grandson of Albert JIT., married Eli- 
zabeth, the daughter of the Emperor Siegismund, 
of the powerful house of Luxembourg, and ac- 
quired with her the crowns of Bohemia and Hun. 
gary, the margravedoms of Moravia and the 
Lausitz. By this means, the possessions of Al- 
bert V. rose from 1900 German square miles to 
9150. Albert V. was, after the death of his fa- 


ther-in-law, elected Emperor of Germany, (1438) 


and from this period down to 1806, when Francis 
1. renounced the German crown, the sovereigns 
of Austria were, with the short intermission of 
five years, (from 1740-5,) Emperors of Germany. 
Albert V. (of Germany Albert II,) governed but 
a few months, and left to his posthumous son, 
Ladislaus, besides the duchy of Austria, B »hemia, 
Hungary, Moravia, the Lausitz, and Silesia ; Ca- 
rinthia and Styria were given to his cousin, Fred- 
eric V. This prince, as Emperor of Germany, 
Frederic Ill., governed filty-three years, and en- 
deavored to unite the crowns of Bohemia and Hun- 
gary with his own, but lost them both by inde. 
pendent elections of the Bohemians and Hunga- 
rians, after thes death of Siegismund, who died 
without issue. Frederic assumed, for ,the first 
time, the title of Archduke of Austria, (1453.) 

His son, Maximilian, increased his diminished 
possessions again by marriage, choosing Mary of 
Burgundy, with whom he acquired the Duchies 
Brabant, Flanders, Hennegan, Namur, Luxem- 
- bourg, Artois, Limburg, Holland, Iceland, the 
Franche Comite, Mechlin and Friesburg—together 
fifteen hundred square miles. Besides this he 
acquired by inheritance the county of Tyrol, 
Alsace, Breisgan, &c., making six hundred and 
fifty-two further square miles; further, the coun- 
ties of Gortz, Istria and Wenishmark. The oniy 
territory which he conquered was from the Re- 
public of Venice,thirty-tour square miles. Maxi- 
milian left his two grandsons an hereditary sove- 
reignty of three thousand five hundred and fifty 
German square miles, with seven millions of in- 
habitants. 

The oldest of bis grandsons, Charles, possessed, 
atthe death of his tather, Philippe 1, (who was 
married to Jane, daughter of Ferdinand and Isa- 
bella, of Spain,) the kingdom of Castile aud the 


American and African Colonies of that Crown ;/ 


further, since the death of his grandfather, Fer- 
dinand, the kingdows of Aragon, Naples, Sicily, 
Sardinia and the Balearic Isiands. With these 
enormous possessions, Charles became, at the 
same tine, possessed of the inheritance of the 
Hapsburg family, and was elected Emperor of 
Germany, as Charles V. Charles V. added 
Utrecht, Upper Yssel, Geldern, Groninguen, and 
the Duchy of Milan. ‘The administration of the 
German provinces, Charles V. gave already, in 
the third year of his reign, to his brother, k'er- 
disand I, who increased them again, after the 
Austrian fashion, by a splendid marriage with 
Priveess Ann, of the Bohemian House ot Jagelo, 
only sister and heiress of Lewis Il, of Hungary 
and Bokemia, who, in 1526, ieil in the battle oi 
Mohacs against the Turks. 

This gave Ferdinand J, according to the no- 
tions of those days, when crowns and subjecis 
were exchanged and alienated jike any other 
species of property, a right to the sovereignties 
of Hungary, Crvatia, Bohemia, Moravia, the 
Lausitz and Silesia; but of these provinces none 
but those proximate to Austria were really ac- 
quired ; the Hungarians called for assistance on 
the Turks, the result of which was that Upper 
Hungary remained in possession of the Infidels, 
and that Zapolia’s family obtained Transylvania. 
‘SYhe German possessions of Austria without the 
Netherlands,were equal to six thousand three hun- 
dred and fifty German square miles. Charles V. 
abdicated in 1555-6, and left his German posses- 
sions to his brother, Ferdinand I, while the 
Netherlands and the ltalian provinces united 
with the crown of Spain, descended to his son, 
Philippe Il, of Spain. 

Under Ferdinand 1’s son, Maximilian II. (from 
1564 till 1576) the extent of the Austrian pro- 
vinces remained pretty much as left by Ferdi- 
nand I. Under Emperor Rodolpbus Li (1576- 
1612) Transylvania was gained by the voluntary 


submission of its prince, Siegismund Bathory, 
but again lost, with ninety square miles of Hun. 
gary proper, to Stephen Bozkay, a rebel chief, 
supported by the Transylvania nobility. Under 
Emperor Mathias (1612-1619) the Austrian States 
remained without loss or accretion, six thousand 
two hundred and sixty square miles. 

Mathias, brother of Rudolphus IL., left no le- 
gitimate descendants, and Ferdinand I. of Styria, 
his cousin, ascended 1619, as Ferdinand II., the 
German throne. He commenced the thirty years’ 
war of the Reformation, and developed by the 
military genius of his generalsgg power and en- 
ergy heretofore unknown under any ruler of Aus- 
tria. Had he succeeded he would undoubtedly 
have changed the elective empire into a hesedi- 
lary monarchy ; as it happened it was he who in 
that war sowed the seed of the dismemberment 
and disolution of the German Empire. He lost 
in the peace of Prague the Lausitz to Saxony, 
while his son Ferdinand IIl., in the peace of 
Westphalia, (24th of October, 1648,) lost the 
level country of the Alsace, Sundgan, and Brei- 
sach to France. 

Under Ewperor Leopoldus I, (1657, died in 
1705,) Austria exprrienced at first considerable 
loss of territory. In the peace with the Sultan 
Mahomed IV, (10th of August, 1664,) he had to 
sacrifice 940 square miles to the Turks and Co the 
elective princrpality of Transylvania; but Prince 
Eugene, of Savoy, Prince Louis, of Baden, and 
Montecuculi, his great general, re-conquered 
from the Turks the whole of Hungary, which, 
down to Buda, had remained with the Infidels, 
Transylvania and Sclavonia, together 3,070 
square miles, all which provinces were secured 
to Austria by the peace of Carlowitz, 1699. Le- 
opold |. left, at his death, a hereditary Austrian 
empire of 9,070 square miles, witn fourteen mil- 
lions of inhabitants. 

Before the death of Leopold I., (4th May, 
1705,) the last male descendant of the House of 
Hapsburg, Charles II., had died, (16th Novem- 
ber, 1700,) and the war of the Spanish succes- 
sion commenced between France and the allied 
powers, England, Holland and Germany. His 
son, Joseph 1., did not live to see ihe end of this 
war, and dying without male descendant, the 
large German inheritance fell to his brother 
Charles, the pretender to the Spanish crown, 
against Philip of Anjou. The fear for the grow- 
ing power of Austria caused England and Hol- 
land to withdraw from the war. In the peace of 
Utrecht, 1803, of Bastadt, (6th March, 1714,) and 
Badén, (7th September, 1714,) Charles Vi. (1711 
-1740,) acquired from the Spanish ivheritance 
Lombardy, Naples, and the Neinerlands, only 
that Sicily was at first ceded to Savoy, and Sur- 
dinia instead of it, given to the Emperor, which, 
| however, was again exchanged in 1720. A se- 
| cond war against the Turks secured in the peace 
of Passarowntz, (21st July, 1718,) Temeswar and 
Krajowa, a large portion of Servia and Bosnia, 
together 1740 square miles, to the sovereigns of 
Austria, placing tton the summit of its territori- 
al power, which at that time exceeded 13,620 
German, or 289,425 English square miles, or 1,- 
500 German square miles more than the Austrian 
monarchy, aller the second peace of Paris, in 
1805. 

Soon after the Polish war of succession, com- 
mencing on the banks of the Vistula and ending 
on the Rhine and in Italy, saw the decline of the 
House of Hapsburg against the Bourbons of 
France. It lost all its possessions in Southern 
Italy, and had to consent to the establishment of 
a third Bourbon dynasty, in addition to that of 
France and Spain, viz: the Kingdom of the two 
Sicilies, (1735.) Cuarles V1 also ceded Portona 
and Navara to Sardinia, acquiring Parma, and 
Piacenza, soon again to be just. This loss of 
territory (1986 German square miles,) was in- 
creased by an unlortunate war against the Turks, 
ending in the peace of Belgrade. In this peace 
Austria lost all the last conquests of Prince Eu- 
gene—Servia, Bosnia, and ine Banat Krajowa— 
a loss of 3200 German square miles. 

At Charies V1’s death, the Austrian Empire 
extended but 10,430 square miles, whilst its 
population had increased to 17,500,000. He left 
‘as tis sole heir Maria Theresa, his daughter, 
| who succeeded to the government of the Aus- 
‘trian States in 1740. She had in 1736 married 
Francis Stephen, Duke of Lorraine, who had 
‘received Tuscany for his Dukedom, whieh in the 
peace of Vieuna had been forever ceded to 
France. Maria Theresa bad to fight for ber po- 
sessions eight long years with Prussia and other 
European States, aud succeeded at last, in 1745, 

















in having her husband crown 

Germany. But she Jost aman bo : 
Prussia, Vigerano, Anghierra and Bobbio to ng 
dinia, and had to consent, (in the peace of A; : 
la Chapelle) to the establishment of a fourth 
Bourbon dynasty in Parma and Piacenza. But 
she gained, after the first division of Poland 
Gallicia and Lodomera, 1413 square miles; in 
a successful war with the Turks, Buckowina 
125 square miles; and from Bavaria, (in the 
peace of Teschen, 1779,) the Inpvierte| 4] 
square miles. : 

Under Maria Theresa’s two song, Joseph ]] 
(1780--1790) and Leopold, (1790--’92,) the Aus. 
trian Empire suffered no serious changes, except 
that Ferrara was ceded to the Pope, and tht 
the Grand Duchy of Tuscany, by the act of 
resignation (21st July, 179U) was created a se. 
cundo geniture in favor of the House of Haps- 
burg Lorraine. . 

Leopold II’s son, Francis 1. (Emperor of Ger. 
many since 14th July, 1792, herecitary Emperor 
of Austria since 11th of August, 1804, died 2nq 
March, 1835) inherited an Empire of 11,625 
square miles with 23,500,000 inhabitants. 

This Emperor lost nearly the haif of his mo- 
narchy during the first period of his administra- 
tion, but regained the best part of it in 1814 and 
1815. In combat with the French Republic, hie 
first lost, in the peace of Campo Formu, the 
Netherlands and Lombardy, for which he re- 
ceived Venice and Venetian Istria, Dalmatia 
and the Gulf of Cattero. In the peace of Lune- 
ville (9th February, 1801) Francis Il. lost the 
valley of the Adige, and the Frickdale io Aar- 
gun, the oldest possession of the House of Hasp. 
burg. He also lost Tuscany, and only acquired 
Salzburg and Trenjo. In the next peace of 
Presburg, 1805, Austria lost Venice, Istria, Dal- 
amatia, the Gulf of Cattero, Tyrol and Varal- 
berg. On the 6th of August, 18U6, Francis If. 
renounced the throne of Germany, and became 
Francis ]., Emperor of Austria. 

‘The peace of 1809 was still more humiliating. 
Austria lost Crania, Friaul, Trieste, the southern 
and western party! Carinthia, Salzburg, the Inn- 
viertel, West Galicia, Zamosc, Cracovia, Tar- 
nopul and Zaleszyck, together, 2002 square 
miles. The Congress of Vienna gave back to 
Austria all the countries lost since the peace of 
Campo Formio, besides Venice, Friaul, Dalma- 
tia, Cattero and Ragusa. ‘Tuscany became again 
asecundo geniture, and Modena a tertio geni- 
ture of Austria. ‘The territory of the Austrian 
empire was thus fixed at 12,153 square miles, 
with a population of 27,956,000, which has since 
increased to thirty-five, according lo others thirty- 
eight millions. 

Tie present Emperor, Ferdinand J., son of 
Francis 1. of Austria, was, on the 28ti Septem- 
ber, 1830, already acknowledged King of Hun- 
gary, and followed his father in the rest of the 
empire on the 2d March, 1835. It is he who is 
now the pliant tool of a Russian Cabal, destroy- 
ing his own power and leading the barbarous 
hordes of Croatia and Sclavonia against the ci- 
vilized portion of his subjects. His father vested 
the crown of his empire on the comparatively 
}small duchy of Austria, relyimg on the civiliza- 
tion and loyalty of his Viennese—his son looks 
for succor across the Vistula, and lays his resi- 
dence in ashes! 

Before the Hapsburgers came to Austria, 
Charlemagne estabiished the Margraves of Ba- 
denberg as guardians of the Empire against the 
incursions of the savages from Asia. ‘To an Aus- 
trian Archduke and Emperor was left the bumi- 
liating task of gathering the remnants of these 
Asiatic tribes and leading them against the !or- 
mer capital cf Ger funy. . 

This is in unison with that perfidious and rule 
nous policy, which, in 1824, allowed an Archduke 
to serve in the Turkish fleet against the Christian 
Greeks. Asan Austrian writer, Schuselka bas 
it, “* Metternich loved to pervert the genius © 
history ;” he preferred holding the surrups * 
the Cossack leader to mounting on « -sageaiir 
with his civilized and loyal Germans, We sha! 
soon see the consequences of this system. Aus- 
tria, without a central power, will soon be , 
prey to anarchy, which will render the interven- 
tion of Russia necessary, and that will jnevila 
bly lead to a generai war. . 4 the 

Had Austria, at this last moment, espouse 
liberal side, it would have been in her power i. 
restore the Germanic Empire; atter the ea : 
blow struck at Vienna, Germany turns her eye 








again towards France ; preferring even the ai 
Republicans to the graves prepared by Aus 
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despotism. Louis Napoleon—the political and 
military maitdenhood of France—does not require 
the genius of his uncle to march from the Champs 
de Mars of Paris to the Castle gate of Vienna. 

Pp. S.—I see that the great Imperial Library 
of Vienna was burned during the Jate bom- 
bardment. This was no more than right. Af- 
ter the Emperor leads the barbarians against 
civilization, there is no need of preserving books 
and philosophical instruments. 





MANUFACTURES aT THE Soutn.—From the Au- 
gusta Chronicle, we extract the following account of 
the influence of the factory establishment in that city. 
The eslablishment of similar manufactories in the 
South generally would no doubt be of infinite service 
to a large portion of the population. 


With common prudence and perseverance, the 
regions of country where cotton and human food 
are cheapest, will be the most successful in fab- 
ricating all the heavier goods made of this great 
Southern staple. Its manufacture in this State, 
we are assured by men familiar with the cost of 
growing cotton and making it into cloth, is more 
profitable than its culture at ordinary prices. We 
have watched the operations of the factory re- 
cently started in this city with lively interest. 
Appreciating the difficulties of a branch of busi- 
ness, at which so many new and raw hands 
would have to learn the trade, we feared that a 
supply of good white operatives could not be had 
to work in the mill. Much, too, has been said 
about the unwillingness of poor families to en- 
gage in this kind of employment. Experience, 
however, has happily falsified these sinister pre- 
dictions. There are more applicants for work 
than the company can employ; and the success 
of Georgia girls in learning to spin, weave, &c., 
is most creditable to their tact, intelligence and 
industry. There is one who earns regularly five 
dollars per week. She is the daughter of a wi- 
dow woman, who, with the light labor of a little 
son some ten years old, added to that of herself, 
isin the receipt of some thirty-four dollars a 
month from this cotton factory. It must be borne 
in mind that neither of the three members of 
this small family is compelled to work a day Jon- 
ger in this establishment than is agreeable. We 
ask, is it of no advantage to this community that 
its most needy families—and no one is above the 
possibility of want—be furnished with the means 
and situation to earn, without discredit, or se- 
vere toil, each $400 a year? That it is a great 
blessing to such tamilies, no one will deny. 





Cauirornia.—The following is extracted from 
an article in Hunt’s Merchant’s Magazine, on the 
commercial advantages of this Territory : 


When discovered and colonized.—Upper Califor - 
nia was discovered in 1548, by Cavello, the Spa- 
nish navigator. In 1578 the northern portion of 
it was visited by Sir Francis Drake, who called 
it New Albion. It was first colonized by the 
Spaniards in 1768, and formed a province of 
Mexico until alter the revolution in that coun- 
try. 

Its Boundary and Extent.—It is bounded by Or- 
egon on the north, the forty-second degree of 
north latitude being the boundary line of the two 
territories ; on the east by the Rocky Mouutains ; 
on the south by Sonora and old or Lower Califor- 
nia; and on the west by the Pacific Ocean: its 
extent from north to south being about seven 
hundred miles, and the average distance from 
east to west is aboutthe same. ‘The strip of 
country along the Pacific Ocean, about seven 
hundred miles in length, and an average of one 
hundred and twenty-five miles in breadth, boun- 
ded on the east by tie Sierra Nevada, and on the 
west by the Pacific, is the only fertile portion of 
this extensive territory. 

Iis rivers and noble valley—The Sacramento 
and Joaquin rivers have each a course of from 
300 to 400 miles ; the first lowing from the north, 
and the last from the south, and both emptying 
into the Bay of San Francisco at the same pvint. 
They water the large and fertile valley lying be- 
tween the Sierra Nevada and the coast range of 
mountains. This noble valley, the first in Cali- 
fornia, and one of the most magnificent in the 
world, is about 500 miles long and 50 wide. It 
is bounded on the east by the great Snowy Moun- 
tains, and on the west by the low range, which 
in many places dwindles into insignificant hills, 
and has its northern terminus at the strait of Car- 
quines, on the Bay of San Francisco, and its south- 





ern near the Colorado river, which is the largest in 
Upper California, and has a course of about one 
thousand miles, emptying itself into the Gulf of 
California in latitude about 32 degrees north, 

Bay of San Francisco.—The Bay of San Fran- 
cisco is about forty-five miles Jong at its extreme 
points, if taken in a straight line in a north-north- 
west and a south-southeast direction, and its grea- 
test width about 12 miles. From its position and 
extent, the city and port of the same name must 
become the depot for all the produce of the great 
rivers and valleys. It will also become the great 
naval station of the Pacific, and here also will be 
the great rendezvous for whalers. 

Town of San Francisco.—T he town of San Fran- 
cisco is regularly laid out in lots of fifty varas 
square, generally six of which form a block. 
Some, however, are in lots of one bundred varas, 
and are also in blocks of six. The streets are 
from fifty to one hundred feet wide. There are 
large hotels here, besides boarding and public 
houses. ‘Two wharves are nearly completed, 
which are indispensable to the mercantile houses, 
and other important facilities for trade are in 
progress. 

The climate and productions.—The thermometer 
ranges at San Francisco from 60 degrees to 75 
degrees. A peach orchard bloomed in January, and 
the fruit was uninjured. Culinary vegetables are 
raised the yearround. Wheat succeeds admira- 
bly, yielding in quality equal to Gennesee or 
Ezyptian. in grapes and wine this land wiil, ere 
long, challenge the world. It is emphatically 
the land of the vine. 

Sheep are very prolific, and subject to no dis- 
eases ; and here is just the pasturage and cli- 
mate for growing the finest Merino and Saxony 
fleeces, Old Spain and New Holland not excep- 
ted. 

Value of imports and exports.—The following 
statistics furnished by the Collector of the Port 
of San Francisco, embrace the quarter ending 
December 31, 1847 :—Total value of exports for 
the quarter, $49,597 53, of which $30,353 85 
were of the produce of California, and were ship- 
ped as follows:—to Peru, $21,438 36; Mazatlan, 
$560 ; Russian America, $7,285 50; ‘Tahita, $700; 
Sandwich Islands, $320. ‘I'he balance were of 
the produce of foreign countries, $19 343 68, and 
shipped as follows. to the United States, $2,160 ; 
Sandwich Islands, 12,442 18; Mazatlan, $4,831 
50. 

Total imports for the same period, $53,589 73, 
of which $6,790 54 came from the United States, 
$7,701 59 trom Oregon, $3,676 44 from Chili, 
$31,740 73 from Sandwich Islands, $2,471 32, 
from Russian America, $492 57 from Bremen, 
and $710 54 from Mexico. 

General remarks.—At present a large portion 
of the trade at San Francisco is indirect, and 
consequently costly to the consumers, who have 
to pay duties and profits to the merchants and go- 
vernments of other countries by the channels of 
trade. In selecting the port of San Francisco 
for a naval establishment upon the Pacific, our 
government has shown a degree of sugacity wor- 
thy of the highest statesmanship. Without the 
succor whieh American ports could extend to 
our commerce, we have already four-fifths of all 
the shipping upon the Pacific under our own flag. 
With the assistance of a secure naval establish- 
ment on the western coast, under American laws, 
our commercial interests must rapidly increase. 

It has been shown that about $32,000 of the 
trade of San Francisco for the three months end- 
ing 31st December, 1847, was with the Sandwich 
islands, and mostly for articles not the growth or 
produce of them. It would be a moderate esti- 
mate to allow the same amount of trade with all 


and this would be an anoual indirect and costly 
trade of about $250,000. ‘The amount of trade 
which the Sandwich Islanders have heretofore 
annually enjoyed from our men-of-war, whalers, 
and merchantmen, is about $450,000, which must 
soon be transferred to our merchants on the coast 
of California, and is mostly for beef, pork, flour, 
poultry, vegetables, &c. 

A recent arrival from Carton has shown the 
practicability of voyages being made between 
San Francisco aud China in forty-five days; and 
the average period of voyages from San Francis- 
co to the Mexican ports down the coast, and to 
the Sandwich lsiands, is less than twenty days. 


Official. —Mint of the United States, | 
Philaveiphia, Dec. 11, 1848. , 


the other California ports for the same period, | 








Sir :—On the 8th instant, we received, as I] 
have already had the honor to inform you, the 


first deposite of gold from California. It was de- 
posited by Mr. David Carter, who brought it 
from San Francisco by the Isthmus route. It 
weighed 1804.59 ounces Troy ; of which 1423.80 
was from the lower surface mines, and 380.79 
from those at Feather river. On the 9th inst. 
another deposite was sent by the Secretary of 
War, which weighs 228 ounces. 

The gold was of two sorts in external charac- 
ter, though apparently not diferent as to quality. 
The first, from the ‘* dry diggings, was iu grains, 
which averaged from one to two pennyweights ; 
the other variety, from the swamps or margins of 
the streams, being in smal! flat spangles, of 
which, on an average, it would take six or seven 
to weigh one grain. Of these, by far the larger 
part of the deposites was composed. 

The gold was melted in six parcels, and the loss 
by melting, due to the earthy and oxidable mat- 
ter which disappears in this operation, averaged 
about 23 per cent. of the original weight. The 
loss thus reported is moderate, and shows that 
the gold had been carefully washed. 

Assays of the melted gold were made with 
great care, and the results showed a variation in 
fineness from 892 to 897 thousandths—the ave- 
rage of the whole being 894. This is slightly 
belew the standard fineness, which is 900. 

The average value per ounce of the bullion, 
before melting, is $18 U5}; that of the same in 
bars, after melting, 1s $18,50. 

The whole value of the gold in the two depo- 
sits was $36,492, besides a few ounces reserved in 
tne native state for the Secretary of War, at his 
request. 

Very respectfully, your faithful servant, 

. M. Parrerson, Director. 

Hon. Robert J. Walker, Secretary of the Trea- 
sury. 

Varina.—That portion of Sir Thomas Dale’s 
settlement on the North side of James River, 
including Farrar’s Island, formed by the Great 
bend, (known as the ** Dutch Gap,” which, after 
a circuit of seven miles, forms an isthmus of 
only three hundred and sixty feet across from 
water to water,) and extending down the river 
for three miles, to a swamp, contained a large 
tract of fertile land, which produced tobacco so 
nearly like that of Varina, in Spain, as to in- 
duce the first planters to call the place by that 
name. ‘ 

Varina is rich in historical associations ana 
recollections. It was here that Sir Thomas 
Dale, sometime Governor of Virginia, in the 
early days of the colony, had his house and 
plantation, where he usually resided. It was 
here, also, that “* master” Join Rolfe, sometime 
secretary cf the colony, had his habitation, and 
cultivated a fine tract of land; and it was here 
that, having married Pocahontas, at Jamestown, 
under the eye and sanction of Sir Thomas Dale, 
in the yesr 1613, he lived with her in happy 
wedlock; ‘aud ever after,” as Stith writes, 
‘* they had friendly trade and commerce, as well 
with Powhatan himself as with all his sub- 
jects.” 

When the country of Mexico was subse- 
quently formed, in the year 1634, the court house 
was located near the river, su the centre of the 
settlement, and a portion consisting of two hun- 
dred acres of this land (including the court 
house,) was laid off for a Glebe for the parish of 
Henrico. Not far from the court house, and 
nearer the river, a comfortable parsonage was 
built of brick, for the residence of the parson, 
or rector. About this time, Thomas Rolfe, the 
only son of John Rolfe, and Pocahontas, owned 
the farm which had been his father’s, adjoining 
the Glebe, and on which his grand-son, Johan 
Bolling, alterwards resided. There was indeed 
quite a village around the court-house. An un- 
commonly large oak, with a wide-spreading 
limb, occasionally used as a gallows, standing 
near the court-house, was alive and flourishing 
twenty years ago. 

The jast occupant of the parsonage at Varina, 
was the Rev. William Stith, who wrote his 
history of Virginia here, about the year 1746. 
He preached alternately iv the church at Four- 
mile Creek, (so called from its distance from 
Henrico,) and in St. John’s church, on Rich- 
mond Hill. Mr. Stith was succeeded by the Rev. 
Miles Selden, who resided near Richmond. 
Some years alter the death cf Parson buchanan, 
the Giebe was sold to Pleasant Aikin, who de- 
molished the old and substantial court-house 
erected in the year 1636, and now nota vestige 
of itcan be seen. The sites, however, of the 
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parsonage, and of Bolling’s and Bullington’s 
houses, may yet be traced. The site of the old 
town of Henrico, two miles above, affords a 
beautiful water view. The breast-work thrown 
up by Sir Thomas Dale is distinctly visible, and 
the bricks, though scattered about, still indicate 
the positions of the houses in the town. 
[Virginia Histor. Reg. 








Jublic Documents. 


RAR IO” PLL LLL LL LAD LL Dh OP os 


THE REPORT OF THE SECRETARY 
OF THE NAVY. 


Navy DEePpaRTMENT, 
December 4, 1848. . 


Sin:—I have the honor to submit to you the 
annual report of the condition and operations of 
this department of the public service. 

During the past year the St. Lawrence, a fri- 
gate of the first class, and the Vermont, a ship of 
the line, have been launched. The shores as well 
as the lower timbers of the frigate, were found 
on examination to be so decayed by the long time 
she had been on the stocks, that her security 
would have required repairs at a large cost, and 
it was deemed economical to launch her. She 
has been put in commission, and is a splendid ad- 
dition tothe navy. The old ship house in the 
Boston yard which covered the Vermont, stood 
s0 near the boundary line of the public grounds, 
that the experienced officers in charge of the bu- 
reau of construction, and in command of the yard, 
concurred in the opinion officially communicated, 
that the ship and the valuable public property in 
the yard, were exposed to danger of destruction 
by fire from the contiguous private buildings. I 
was satisfied that if the ship house had taken fire 
the ship could not have.been saved. The admi- 
rable stone docks near it would have been des- 
troyed, and public property of the value of seve- 
ral millions of dollars would probably have sha- 
red the same fate; and | therefore directed that 
the ship should be launched and secured from 
injury, until the wants of the service would re- 
quire her to be fitted for sea. ‘This has béen 
done, and the ship house has been taken down 
and the materials used for other purposes. 

The construction of the four steamships of war 
authorized by the act of Congress of 3d March, 
1847, is in a satisfactory state of progress. The 
Saranac, built at the Navy Yard at Kittery, has 
been launched. The Powhattan, at Norfolk, the 
Susquehanna, at Philadelphia, and the San Ja- 
cinto, at New York, may be launched aid ready 
for sea in the course of the next year. In the 
models and construction of these war steamers, 
and in the manufacture of their engines and ma- 
chinery, great care has been taken in the skilful 
execution of the work, and in a careful inspec- 
tion, by competent officers, to make them worthy 
of the service, and | doubt not they will fully 
meet the expectation of the country. The ap- 
propriations by Congress for so important an ad- 
dition to our navabdorce, have been liberal, and 
the oficers, mechanics and contractors have ex- 
erted themselves to prove thal we can be as suc- 
cessful in the construction of steamships of war 
as we have been in the sailing ships of the navy. 

There are unfinished on the stocks, at the 
several Navy Yards, four ships of the rate of 
seventy-four guus, and two frigates of forty-four 
guns. ‘They are securely sheltered, and it has 
not been considered judicious or consistent with 
the interest of the service to launch them. They 
are so near completion that they can be readily 
launched and fitted for sea service on the short- 
est nolice, if the public exigencies shall require. 
The vessels in commission during the past year) 
have been employed as follows: 

In the Pacific, the ships of the line, Ohio and | 
Columbus, razee Independence, frigate Congress, | 
sloops Portsmouth, Warren, Cyane, Dale and | 
Previe, with the slore-ships Erie, Lexington, 
and Southampton. ‘The Columbus, Capt. Wy. 
man, bearing the broad pennant of Commodore 
Biddle, arrived in the United States on the 13th | 
March last, and was placed in ordinary. The | 
frigate Congress, Capt. Lavalette, having been | 
in commission more than three years, has been | 
ordered home, and may be expected to arrive in. 
the coming spring. The Portsmouth, Comman- | 
der Montgomery, arrived in the United States | 
on the Sth May last, and was soon again ready 
for sea. The Cyane, Commander Dupont, ar- | 


last, the Preble, Commander Glynn, sailed from 
the West Coast, with orders to take to China 
Commodore Geissenger, Commander of the 
East India sqadron, and after having performed 
this service, to return to her station. The sloop 
St. Mary, Commander Crowninshields, on the 
11th April last, sailed from Norfolk to join the 
Pacific squadron. 

With a view to the regular supply of the 
squadron in the Pacific, and to fnrnish means for 
transportation of invalids or men whose time of 
enlistment may have expired, and who desire to 
come home, orders were given some months 
since that one of the three store ships attached to 
that squadron shall sail, on her return to the 
United States, semi-annually. Under this ar- 
rangement, one will be with the squadron, on 
her way home, and one will be going out with 
fresh troops. 

The Erie has come home, and under Lieute 
nant Commanding McBiain, has sailed to the 
Mediterranean by the Cape de Verds, with stores 
for the African and Mediterranean squadrons,. 
and the Fredonia, Lieutenant-Commanding Ne- 
ville, has sailed from New York for the Pacific- 

When Commodore Biddle left the station, he 
was succeeded in the command of his squadron 
by Commodore Shubrick, and he was relieved at 
his own request by Commodore Thomas Ap 
Catesby Jones, who assumed command in the 
month of May last. Commodore Shubrick was 
authorized by the Department to detach himself 
from the squadron and return home across the 
Isthmus ; but he deemed it to be his duty to re- 
main on board the Independence, and is now en 
a cruise to the Sandwich, Feejee and other 
islands in the Pacific, where the presence of a 
ship-of-war was considered of great importance 
to the interest of American commerce. The 
Independence may be expected to reach the 
United States early in the spring of the next 
ear. 

, The home squadron continued under the com- 
mand of Commodore Perry until the 20ih Nov. 
Jast, when the Department, in view of his im- 
paired health, yielded to his request to be re- 
lieved of the command, the duties of which had 
been arduous and satisfactorily performed. Com. 
Wilkinson, on ibut day, assumed the command. 
During the past year, the squadron eonsisted of 
the frigate Cumberland, sivops Albany, John 
Adams, Georgetown and Saratoga; of-the stea- 
mers Mississippi, Spitfire, Vixen, Scorpion, Wa- 
ter Witch, Scourge, Iris, Petrita ; of the schoo- 
ners Reefer, Petrel, Bonita, Flirt, Mahones, 
Falcon and Tampico; and of the bomb-vessels 
JE\na, Stromboli, Vesuvius and Hecla; with the 
store ships Relief and Electra. 

The frgate Cumberiand, bearing the pennant 
of Commodore Perry, arrived t New York in 
July last with a-considerable number of cases of 
fever on board, and, finding that it gid not abate, 
but assumed a more malignant type, it was 
deemed unsafe to send her again into the tro- 
pics, until she could be thoroughly broken out in 
a cold climate. She has been put in ordinary. 
The frigate Raritan, Capt. Page, has taken her 
place in the squadron. ‘he John Adams, Com- 
mander Adams, arrived at Boston in September 
last, and js undergoing repairs. The steamer 
Mississippi, Commander Mackenzie, returned to 
the United States in April, and is undergoing 
repairs of her hull and machinery. The Vixen 
is also undergoing repairs. ‘The Petrita was 
wrecked in the Gulf of Mexico. ‘Ihe Water 
Witch and the Iris are atsea. The store ship 
Relief has sailed with stores for Brazil, and the 
Fredonia to the Pacific. The other steamers 
aud vessels enumerated have been sold, and the 





proceeds paid into the Treasury. They were 
purchased for special service in the Gulf of 
Mexico during the war, aud were nol suitable to 
general naval purposes. 

In the squadren on the coast of Africa, com- 
manded by Commodore Bolton, the sloops James- 
town, Commander Mercer, Portsmouth, Com- 
mander Armstrong, Decatur, Commander Byrne, 
and brigs Boxer, Lieut. Commanding Beil, Por- 
poise, Commander Gordon, and Bainbridge, Com- 
mander Slaughter, have been employed. Commo- 
dore Cooper sailed in the sloop Yorktown, Com- 
mander Marsten, on the 22d November, with or- 
ders to relieve Commodore Bolton in the com- 
mand of the squadron. The Boxer arrived in 
Philadelphia in May last, and being condemned 
on survey aS unworthy of repair, was sold. Com- 
modore Bolton has orders, on the arrival of his 


rived at Norfolk the 9th October Jast, and has| relief, (o proceed in the Jamestown and relieve 
been placed in ordinary. In the month of May ‘Commodore Read in the command of the naval 








ce 


forees of the United States in the Mediterrane 
Sea. oe 
There have been employed, during the year 

in the Mediterranean, under Commodore Read. 
the frigate United States, Captain Smoot, sloop 
Marion, Commander Simons, steamer Princeton 

Commander Engle, schooner Taney, Lieut. Com. 
manding, C. G. Hunter; with the store ship Sup- 
ply, Lieut. Commanding, J. Lynch. The Mari- 
on, having finished her cruise, arrived at Boston 
in the month of September; the steamer Alle. 
-ghany, Lieut. Commanding, W. W. Hunter, has 
been ordered from the Brazil station to the Medi- 
terranean, and the frigate Constitution, Captain 
Gwynn, has sailed for the same station. On the 
arrival of his relief, Commodore Read, having fi- 
nisbed a long cruise on the coast of Africa, and 
in the Mediterranean, has orders to return home 
in the frigate United States. 

In consequence of our being compelled to dis- 
continue the depot at Mahon, it becomes neces- 
sary tosupply the squadron with stores by means 
of store ships. The store ship Supply, Lieuten- 
ant Commanding Lynch, was sent out with a full 
cargo of stores in the month of November, 1847. 
Having delivered them to the several ships of the 
squadron from time to time, as they were requi- 
red, she is on her return home, and the Erie has 
been Joaded and sent out to continue the service. 
Commodore Read has made a temporary arrange- 
ment for landing stores for the squadron at Spez- 
zia. ‘There are some objections to this place as 
a depot, on account of ils position ; and in the 
present very disturbed condition of Europe, it is 
uncertain whether the arrangement will be per- 
manently continued. 

On the coast of Brazil, under command of 
Commodore Storer, the frigate Brandywine, 
Captain Boreman, the brig Perry, Lieut. Com- 
manding W. W. Hunter, have been employed ; 
the sloop St. Louis, Commender Cocke, sailed 
from Norfolk in August last to join the squad- 
ron, and carry orders for the Alleghany to pro- 
ceed tothe Mediterranean. 

la obedience to your direction, and with an 
anxious desire: to give protection to our com- 
merce with the East Indies, I despatched for 
that station, inthe month of March last, the 
sloop Plymouth, Commander Gedney ; she car- 
ried out, as a passenger, the Hon. Mr. Davis, 
Commissioner to China, and Janded him at Ma- 
cao, on the 16th day of August. The brig Dol- 
phin, Lieut. Commanding Ogden, left New 
York in the month of May for the same station. 
As the frigate Congress had nearly completed 
her cruise in the Pacific, it was deemed advan- 
tageous that she should return home by way of 
Cuina and Bombay, as in doing so she would 
visit several important points where the occa- 
sional presence of a ship of war would exerta 
favorable influence on our commercial interest. 
Commodore Geissinger left the United States in 
Noveinber, 1847, to go across the Istamus with 
orders to the Pacific, and hoisting bis pennant 
on board the Congress proceed to China. On 
his arrival there he was directed {o transfer his 
pennant to the Plymouth, and assume the com- 
mand of the Kast India squadron, and the frigate 
was expecied to pursue her voyage home. for 
reasons satisfactory to the Department, Com- 
modore Jones, on joining the Pacific squadron, 
determined to retain the frigate until tne pen- 
ding question of peace should be definitely set- 
tled between the United Siates and Mexico, 
and ordered the sloop Preble to convey Commo- 
dore Geissinger to his stalion. 

The delay consequent on this arrangement 
rendered it just and proper that the Congress 
should return home by the most direct roule, as 
the term of her crew’s enlistment had generally 
expired, or would expire before her arrival io 
tue United States, and justice and policy forbade 
tbat they should be held to service beyond their 
contract, wilthoul urgent necessily. 

In the present political condition-of the North 
of Europe. and in view of the existence of wart 
between Prussia and Denmark, it was deemed 
important that a ship of war should be sent to 
the North Sea and the Baiticto give protection 
io American commercial interests in that quarter. 
The frigate St. Lawrence, Capt. Paulding, sailed 
fro? Norfolk in the month of September last, 
with instruction to touch at Bremerhaven, and 
to enter the Baltic, if the advanced state of the 
season did not forbid his doing so. If such 
should be the case, he was ivstructed to cruise 
during the winter between Cape Finnesterre and 





Cadiz, touching at Lisbon, and in the spring 10 
return to the North and execute his orders 
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Capt. Paulding, on his arrival at Bremerhaven, 
found that the war was suspended by an armis- 
tice, and that the winter wss so near at hand as 
to make it imprudent for him to take his ship 
into the Baltic. Iam happy to learn that the 
arrival of the ship has been hailed with universal 
satisfaction. The highest honors and most grati- 
fying demonstrations of respect have been shown 
to our flag, and the officers received with the 
most flattering distinction and fraternal affection. 
The evidence thus afforded of the friendly fee- 
ling and admiration with which Germany re- 
gards the United States, leaves no reason to 
doubt that this noble ship could not have been 
sent on more important service. 

The condition in which our ships have retur- 
ned from long cruises, and their services abroad, 
have afforded gratifying evidence of the high 
state of discipline in the Navy. 

The. political condition of Sicily, Sardinia, 
and other states bordering on the Mediterranean 
sea, has given peculiar interest to the operations 
of the squadron on that station. Com. Read has 
performed his responsible and often delicate du- 
ties with zeal, judgment and activity; and on no 
occasion haye our countrymen received more 
timely and effective protection of their persons 
and property than in the violent revolutionary 
conflicts, which, during the past year, have fre- 
quently occurred within the limits of his com. 
mand. 

The Reports are satisfactory from the coast of 
Africa, Brazil, and the East Indies. 

At the date of my iast annnal report, the Uni- 
ted States were engaged in war with Mexico. 

in the Guifof Mexico, the squadron, under 
command of Com. Perry, continued, until the re- 
turn of peace, to hold military possession of the 
several ports then in its occupation, commanding 
the trade, collecting a moderate revenue and ad- 
ministering the temporary civil government au- 
thorized by the laws of the nation. Yucatan, 
one of the States of Mexico, had been permitted 
by the government of the United States to occu- 
py a neutral position, and was thereby exempted 
from the evils of war. While thus situated, hos- 
tiliies commenced between the Indians and the 
white inhabitants of that State. It was a war 
of races, attended with the most shocking atro- 
cilies. Under your orders the squadrom, with a 
humanity and success which did honor to our 
national character, extended protection, food and 
shelter to the fleeing white inhabitants in their 
destitution and despair, and those thus aided, 
were the portion of the people of a country with 
which we were at. war. In that report, I felt 
authorized to stale that the squadron in the Pa- 
cific had captured Mazatlan, San Blas and Aca- 
pulco, and was holding them open to the trade 
of our countrymen and neutrals, under the same 
conditions as were other Mexican ports in the 
military occupation of the United States. 

The correspondence which is annexed will 
show that with the exception of Acapulco, the 
facts justified the belief expressed. All the im- 
portant points on both sides of the Gulf of Cali- 
fornia were gallantly captured by the squadron 
in co-operation with detachments of the army 
under Lieut. Col. Burton, and occupied until the 
return of peace. Commander Shubrick found 
his’ force too small to attempt the reduction of 
Acapulco, without so weakening the garrisons 
of the important places held in the Gulf as to 
endanger their recapture, and wisely determined 
not to make any movement against it. In the 
month of March, the commanders of the naval 
forces in the Gulf of Mexico and the Pacific, 
were confidently informed of the disposition 
made by the Senate of the United States of the 
treaty of peace, and were instructed to act in 
conformity with its stipulations as soon as they 
should be informed by the U. S. Commissioners 
of its ratification by Mexico in the amended 
form, and thus avoiding an unnecessary and irri- 
tating delay. The exchange of ratifications was 
made kaown to them, and, without waiting for 
further instructions, measures were taken by 
Commodore Jones in the Pacific, and by Com- 
modore Perry in the Gulf of Mexico, for the 
evacuation of the Mexican territory, and the resto- 
ration according to the terms of the treaty, of all 
the places within the limits of the Mexican Re- 
public, which had been taken and occupied by the 
naval forces of the United States. ‘hese mea- 
sures were promptly executed, and it is a source 
of the highest satisfaction to have it in my power 
to state that no complaint of the manner in 
Which the duty was performed, has reached the 
depariment. 





The skill and courage with which the officers 
and men of the squadron conducted their military 
operations, are not entitled to higher praise than 
is the scrupulous regard to justice and humanily 
which characterized their conduct while occupy- 
ing portions of the enemy’s country, controlling 
their revenues, and governing their inhabitants. 
The delicate duties resulting from these positions, 
have been performed without a stain on our na- 
tional character, and without an act of extortion, 
cruelty or oppression. 

] have the honor to transmit copies of the offi- 
cial reports of our naval officers on the subject of 
the operations of their respective commands, and 
especially of military operations during the war. 
They present more in detail than. 1 could with 
propriety use, in my official reports, incidents 
which belong to the history of the country. 

In this final report of naval operations in the 
war with Mexico, now happily ended, I deem it 
to be my duty to make a brief allusion to the 
participation of the navy in scenes and achieve- 
ments which have reflected honor and glory @n 
the American name, and commanded the respect 
of the world for our flag. 

The enemy had no navy, and an inconsiderable 
commercial marine ; our ships of war had there- 
fore nothing tocontend with on their appropriate 
element. In the Pacific, our squadron, with 
means not fitted for inland operations, acting in- 
dependently, and in co-operation with a smail 
portion of ouf®allant army, effected the conquest 
of California. In supplying the deficiency of 
this means, and in preparing for, and executing 
an inJand campaign with the crews of his ships, 
Commodore Stockton displayed the highest mili- 
tary resource, and the greatest energy. Since 
his memorable march from St. Yago, Cuidad de 
los Augeles, and the battles of the Sih and 9ih 
January, 1847, that country has been tranquil, 
our possession undisputed, and its inhabitants 
have hailed the cession of California to the Uni- 
ted States with grateful satisfaction. Important 
points in the Gulf of California were taken by 
the forces under Commodore Sbubrick, and their 
occupation maintained by him and his successor 
in command, independently and in co-operation 
with the troops under Lieutenant-Coionel Burton, 
with theedisplay of the highest skill and courage 
by officers and men, while their conduct was so 
Just and humane that a large portion of the inha- 
bitants, especially of Lower California, deeply 
regret that they, too, are not to have the advan- 
tages of our Jaws and institutions, and the pro- 
tection of our glorious flag. All will concur in 
admitting that the troops sent to California, with 
their acknowledged courage and military skill, 
were not in sufficient force to have conquered 
and maintained the occupation of the country 
without the efficient services of the officers and 
men of the squadron, both ashore and afloat. 

In the Gull of Mexico, from the beginning of 
the war, by co-operation at the Brazos, while the 
battle of Paio Alito was raging, by the capture of 
Tampico, by protecting the transports above, and 
the landing of the troops at Vera Cruz, by its 
gallant co-operation in the siege, bombardment, 
and capture of that city and its defences, by its 
successful operations against Tobasco, ‘luspan, 
Laguna, and other poinis in the interior, and on 
the coast, but especially by holding a constant 
command of the sea, and by its vigilance and 
activity, excluding contraband trade and muni- 
lions of war from the enemy, the squadron ren- 
dered the most important services to their com- 
mon country. These services were rendered in 
a most inhospitable climate and inthe midst of 
sullering and death, not caused by the enemy in 
the horrible conflict of arms, but by the silent 
ravages of ee A All this was accomplished 
without withdraWing the squadrons from other 
stations. 

So effective have been the performances of the 
duty of the navy in every quarter of the globe, 
that our increasing commerce in the most dis- 
tant seas has felt no check, and met ho interrup- 
tion, notwithstanding we were for more than 
two years engaged in active hostilities wilh an 
enemy possessiug an extensive seacoast on the 
Pacific and Atlantic Oceans. Not a single 
American vessel was lost to the owners by cap- 
ture by the enemy under the rights of war, and 
there was not, itis believed, any material effect 
produced on {murine insurance. ‘These auspi- 
cious results, so favorable to our commerce and 
navigation, are to be attributed to the respect 
which is upiversally felt for our flag abroad, and 
that respect is the honorable reward of the skill 
and courage, the discretion and justice, the vigi- 








lance and boldness, with which the navy has 
performed its duty. 

lt is the settled policy of the United States to 
maintain a navy ; but if, notwithstanding its gal- 
lant exploits, long since achieved, and its practi- 
cal services so long acknowledged, it were an 
undecided question, whether the United States 
should foster and cherish a navy, the service 
performed in the late war will go far to settle it. 
Without the guns of our squadron, how easily 
might the troops which formed the army under 
Major Gen. Scott, when crowded in transports 
and crossing the gulf, have been destroyed by a 
a few insignificant cruisers? But for the same 
protection, with what advantage might they not 
have been met on landing on the enemy’s shores 
through a dangerous serf? But for the entire 
control of the enemy ports, by our active crui- 
sers, how long might not the war have been pro- 
tracted by the introduction of munitions of war 
aud other supplies for the enemy, and what disas~ 
ters would not have threatened, if they had not 
befailen our gallant army, if the enemy could 
have prevented the introduction of the necessary 
supplies for our troops? Who can estimate the 
loss of life and property which would have be- 
fallen us, if the tempting offers of the enemy 
had been accepted, and privateers had taken their 
letters of marque, so freely tendered, and ravished 
our commerce in every sea, opposed only by the 
nadequate defences of a merchant vessel, and 
unrestrained by the navy? 

In time of peace economy requires, and the 
public interests do not forbid, that the naval es- 
tablishment should be comparatively small.— 
Considering our maritime position, the great 
length and accessibility of our coast, and our 
commercial import&énce, our navy is smaller than 
that of any other power, In this regard, as in 
the general practical working gf our system of 
protection, we may safely rely on moral influ- 
ence. In the extensive cruising grounds of our 
Squadrons, we need employ in time of peace but 
a few ships of- war. It would not be practicable 
to have one inevery port. It is enough that it is 
known that our flag is afloat, and that an Ame- 
rican ship of war is ready to protect American 
citizens, and our countrymen follow their lawful 
and peaceful pursuits on the broad ocear, with- 
out molestation, although there may not be a 
ship of war within a thousand miles. Itshould, 
however, be large enough to serve as a nucleus, 
capable of any degree of strength, which, in the 
event of contingency, it may be called to put 
forth. One of the most important requisites in 
a permanent naval system for the United States, 
is its capability of large expansion. 

‘The establishment of docks and yards for 
building and repair of ships, the collection and 
preparation of materials, the construction of 
ships of war ready for launching, and the pur- 
chase of cannon and munitions of war in quanti- 
ties suitable for emergencies, are measures of 
wise precaution. But in the vast mercantile and 
mechanical business of our country, these sup- 
plies, to acertain extent, perhaps to an extent 
sufficient for the exigency, may be procured, 
when the occasion for expansion shall arise. So, 
loo, the hardy mariners in our merchant service 
would readily furnish efficient crews for the in- 
creased number of ships fitted for war, which a 
maritime war may render necessary. ‘The diffi- 
culty of such a crisis 1 apprehend will not be in 
providing guns or ships, nor will it be in finding 
brave hearts and ready hands to man and fight 
them ; the difficulty will be neither in men to 
fight nor in materials to use ; but as to officers in 
sufficient number, with adequate experience, to 
command and direct. 

A skilful naval officer, filled by education and 
experience in all the grades of the service, to 
navigate and fight a ship of war, is not readily 
formed. ‘To qualify bim for the responsible du- 
ties of his proiession must be the work of years. 
Personal courage, general intelligence and expe- 
rience in navigation are not sufficient, notwith- 
standing exceptions may be found, apd no mer- 
chant marine would probably furnish them in 
greater numbers than our own, yet 1 am deci- 
dedly of opinion, that as a general rule, a naval 
officer should enter the service at an early age, 
and passing through all the grades, learn the va- 
rious and complex auties of his profession by 
personal exper.ence, and especially thus learn to 
command those who may be placed under him. 
{ do not therefore deem it unwise that our navy 
list contains a larger number of officers than 
may be required in time of peace for the active 
duty of their rank. 
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I have no doubt that important improvements 
may be made in our naval establishment. ; 

Duty at sea is often attended with responst- 
bility, hardships and exposure. In the routine 
of that duty, especially in time of peace, it must 
often become monotonous and cease, in a great 
degree, to excite the zeal and enthusiasm neces= 
sary to high distinction. It is wise to bring into 
operation those principles of human conduct 
which will counteract the tendency to inaction 
and indifference in the performance of even the 
dull and disagreeable duties of the profession. 
The most potent in my judgment, is the princi- 
ple of military rank involved in promotion from 
the lower to the higher grades, by which the re 
wards of military a wbition are secured to those 
who perform the arduous and active duties of 
their profession, to those who by their services 
and exposure, and their ability for service, de- 
serve them. 

No one can doubt that promotion in the Navy 
should be made on the principles of merit, ser- 
vice and the capacity for duty ; yet the tendency 
of such a system, without the regulation of law, 
might be to foster favoritism, to promote a par- 
tial dispensation of executive favor, and to with- 
hold from modest and unobtrusive merit the re- 
ward jnstly due to it. Under our present sys- 
tem promotions are gengrally made by seniority 
of date of commission, and, as the laws now 
stand, | am not prepared to say that, unfavorable 
for the interest of the public service as this often 
proves, any other plan which the executive can 
adopt would be free {rom great objections. 

The safest and best mode, it appears to me, 
is to require by law that officers, rendered unfit 
for duty otherwise ‘han by wounds received in 
battle, or not qualified for promotion to higher 
grades, should be placed on reduced pay, out 
of the line of promoticn. 
would require that great care should be taken 
against the exercise of such a power capriciously, 
or without due regard to the rights of all. 


























in gunnery and navigation. I earnestly recom- 
mend that the appropriation for the next fiscal 
year, of which our estimate has been submitted, 
may be made ; and as no appropriation was made 
for the general wants of the school for the pre- 
sent year, | recommend the propriety of making 
it at the approaching session of Congress. 

There are now in one of the rooms of the 
building occupied by the Navy Department a 
considerable number of flags and other trophies 
taken by the navy from public enemies in war. I 
recommend that authority may be given by Con. 
gress to the Secretary of the Navy, under the di- 
rection of the President, to cause them to be 
placed, with suitable labels, at the naval schools, 
in the care of the superintendent. 

Under the act of the 18th of April, 1814, these 
trophies have not been displayed to the public. 
The proposed disposition of them would have a 
good moral effect in exciting in the youthful bo 
soms of the midshipmen, who are to be the fu- 
ture commanders of our ships of war, an emula- 
tion of the virtues and heroism of those whose 
valor and skil! these trophies are the wemorial. 

As soon as practicable after the proclamation 
of peace with Mexico, the seamen, ordinary sea- 
men, landsmen and boys in the naval service, 
were reduced by discharges below the number of 
7500, as required by law. 

By the 3d. section of the act of August 3, 1848, 
the Secretary of the Navy was directed ** forth- 
with to contract with Messrs. Dakin & Moody 
for the complete construction of a floating sec- 
tional dry dock, basin and railway at Phiiadel- 
phia,” ** with Messrs. Guilbert and Secor for 
the complete construction of a balance-floating 
dry dock, basin and railway at Pensacola ;” and 
with one or other of the said respective parties, 
* for the complete construction at the navy yard al 


Justice and policy | Kittery of a floating dry dock, basin and railway 
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upon either of the said plans, as the Secretary of 
ihe Navy may prefer as best adapted to the said 
yard.” Under the act of March 3d, 1847, these 


The advantages of such a system in guarding | parties had respectively subinitted to the Navy 


officers against contracting disqualifying habits,| Department proposals for building at each of thé) 
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In stimulating them to the active and Zealous 
performance of duty, in exciting them to the 
acquisition of professional knowledge, and in 
securing tu the meritorious the rewards of pro 
motion without baving the way blocked up by 
others, inferior and incompetent,.would speediiy 
develope themselves. Such a measure would re- 
duce the expense of the navy; because under 
existing laws oflicers who do vot perform duty, 
and are incapabie of it, are in receipt of the full 
pay of their rauk. 

Another great security for efficiency in the 
navy will be found in the education, and tn affor- 
ding the means of instruction to officers. 

‘}he beneficial effects of the Naval School at 
Annapolis upon the service, are already begiu- 
ning to be sensibly felt. The truth is admitted 
by all, that the services required of officers are 
more of the bead than of the hand. The result 
of experience in the army, that in proportion as 
education bas been encouraged, and the means of 
acquiring it affurded, so bave the character and 
efficiency of officers been improved, will not 
fail to be confirmed in the navy. Ao accomplished 
naval officer must understand ail the sciences 
conuected wiih navigation; he ought to be fa- 
millac wita steam, the steam engine and mecha- 
nics, with gunnery, with chemistry, wilh the 
languages of all natious with whom his duty 
brings,uim in contact, aod with the laws of his own 
country and of vations. 

The ,ad who leaves his parents at the age of 
fourteeu or fifleen years, to enter the service as 
midshipman, cannot be expected to have laid the 
fuundauon even of su broad a superstructure of 
knowledge. ‘The Naval school promises to fur- 
nish the means of allaining these ends,so im- 
portant for the navy. Jt will produce, | trust, 
the same happy points of skill and knowledge 
which the military academy has produced for tne 
army. juils present condition, and for some 
time to come, | do not apprehend that it will be 
necessary tur Congress lu regulate the details ol 


the sclioul by law, which could only be modified, | 
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three yards named, a work according to each 


plan, with specifications for docking a line of, 


battle ship. 
The act of 1848 made these plans arfd specifi- 


! cations the basis of the contracts directed to be 
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made, limited the cost to 60 per cent. over and 
above the prices respectively stated in their said 
proposals, and provided that, if the dimensions 
proposed, should not be found adequate to dock- 
ing war steamers of the largest class, at least 350 
feet in length, “‘ the Secretary of the Navy shall 
also, by further contract with said parties, en- 
large the dimensions of said works at each yard 
to a capacity sufficient for that purpose. 

The plans and specifications were not adequate 
to that effect; the parties were therefore req ti- 
red to submit their plans and specifications auap- 
ted to the increased dimensions of the works, re- 
gulated by law. When presented, 1 caused their 
reference to two naval Contiactors and an engi- 
neer; and, ou their approval, in obedience to the 
direction of the laws, the Contracts were execu- 
ted. 

{ adopted for the navy yards at Kittery the Ba- 
lance Dock, with its appurtenances, because that 
plan of duck had been recommended by the Board 
of Commissioners in 1847. It was less expen- 
sive, and promised to be, at least, equally useful. 
The increase of price consequent on the increase 
of dimensions was fairly calculated pro rata, and 
the contractors readily agreed to take the inate- 
rials which had been procured for the works un- 
der the act of 1547 at their cost to the Govern. 
ment. The prices stipulated to be paid for the 
works complete, are at Pensa » $921,937; at 
Philadelphia $813,742, and at Kittery, $732,905; 
total, $2,468,534. 

By ine acts of March 3d, 1847, and August 34, 
1848, $750,000 were appropriated for these ob- 
jects, and an estimate is submitted for $650,000 
ior the next fiscal year. In the contracts for 
such costly work, and especially as the appropri- 
ations made were known to be insufficient to 
meet the whole cost, it was deemed proper to 


if found injudicious, by the tardy process ol re-| provide for partial payments as the works pro- 


peal or aweudment of the law. 


Alter a larger! yressed, with such securities to indemnify the 


practical eXperience, the department, aided by | Government, in the event of failure to comply on 
the learved and judicious professors on duly at) the part of the contractors, as it was thought rea- 


the school, and by the officers of the navy who 
take a deep interest ip the subject, will doubdiless 
be prepared to present a more complete sys 
lem. 

A necessary appendage to the institution is a 
Vessel ol the navy, filled as a school of practice 





sonable to require. 

Another year’s experience has confirmed the 
anticipation of most valuable results from the es- 
lablisnment of the ovservatory. In a report, 


which 1 had the honor to make, from this Depart-| 


ment, under date of November Sib, 1844, 1 ex- 








siete 


pressed the confident opinion * that i 

time a most perfect set of charts ones ae 
ed from the depot to the mavy and to the — 
mercial marine entirely to be relied on for accu- 
racy, at the mere cost of publication,” 


- . TI 
time has arrived sooner than | anticipated. The 
Chambers of Commerce of our principal cities 


and intelligent merchants and navigators from al} 
parts of our country, aware of the great impor- 
tance of such an institution for publication of 
corrected and verified charts are readily commu- 
nicating the results of their observation and ex- 
perience, and charts from the observatory are 
looked on with increasing interest. Besides these 
important advantages, most valuable services are 
rendered at the observatory by the care and ad- 
justment of chronometers and other nautica! in- 
struments of the navy. The establishment is sy). 
perintended and conducted with credit and suc. 
cess by naval officers, who have shown thea- 
selves entirely adequate to its duties. 

Estimates are submitted with a view to the 
publication of charts and a nautical almanac. | 
recommend them to favorable consideration; 
and as a means of refunding a part of the ex- 
pense , and that none need be restrained from ap- 
plying for them, | recommend that authority be 
given to sell them, when published, at the cost 
of publication. 

Under the several contracts made with this 
Department for the transportation of the mails 
in steamships convertible into war steamers, 
the party interested hava made great progress 
in the construction of their vessels and machinery. 

The assignees of the contract for the route on 
the Pacific have completed the number of stea- 
mers required by the contract. They have been 
inspected, reporied on favorably, aud accepted 
by the Department, and have sailed from New 
York to engage in their most interesting service. 
T..e California, the first of this line, it is expec- 
ted will be at Panama the Ist of January next, 
ready to make her first trip up the coast; the 
other two wall follow, and there is no reason to 
apprehend that inthe hands of the enterprizing 
proprietor, the contract will not be satisfactorily 
executed. 

The proprietors of the line from New York to 
New Orleans, tuuching at Charleston, Savannah 
and Havana, and trom Havana to Chagres, 
have two ol their large steamers launched aiid 
in a state of great forwardness, and have made 
extensive preparations for the construction of 
the others, registered by their contract. 

| regarded it as a matter of great public im- 
portauce that this line should commence its ope- 
rations at least to the extent of a monthly cum- 
munication between Havana and Chazres, in 
lime to connect witb the Pacific line. ‘Phe con- 
tractors, desirous to meet the wishes of the De- 
partment, proposed to place on the route tempo- 
rarily the ocean steamer Falcon, and she has 
been inspected, reported on favorably, and ac- 
cepled for the service until the steamers, cun- 
structed under the contract shail be ready to take 
their places on the route. 

The Falcon has sailed from New York, will 
touch atthe intermediate points of the route, 
and deliver the mails and passengers in time to 
cross the Isthmus and join the steamer at Pa- 
nama on the firstoft January. 

The connected lines in all their parts will, it 
is expected, be in successiul operation early in the 
ensuing spring, and a regular communication es- 
tablished between N. York and Oregon. The time 
occupied inthe passage will not exceed thirty-five 
days, and at no disiant day it is conndeatly believed 
that a regular communication will be established 
by aconnecting line of steamers between San 
Fravcisco and China, making the passage in 29 
days. ‘This may readily be etlected by means of 
the war steamers now being constructed as parls 
of the squadron in the Kast Indies and the Pa- 
cific, until individual enterprise shall have 1n- 
troduced steamers better suited for freight aud 
passengers. 

‘ibe transit of intelligence, merchandise and 
passengers from Chiva to Europe, by way of 
New York, can be effected when these several 
lines shall be in operation, in connection with 
the line from that city to Liverpool, in Jess than 
one half the time now occupied in the voyag® 
between those countries. 

The communication by steamers regularly ply- 
ing on the two routes, now about to commence, 
caunot fail to increase our general commerce, 
and to bring to our Atlantic cities a Jarge up por- 
tation of the precious metals; and this, with the 
facilities afforded tu our enterprising counlry- 
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men to visit or emigrate to the rich territories 
on the Pacific, more than compensates the ex- 
pense of the undertaking. 

As a most interesting part of the system, I re- 
commend that authority be given to contract for 
the transportation of the mail between New Or- 
Jeans and Vera Cruz, in steamships convertibie 
into war steamers. It will tend, by promoting 
social and commercial intercourse, to consolidate 
friendship between Mexico and4he United States, 
promote the introdnction of our great staples 
and manufactured goods into Mexico, and invite 
her rich products of specie to our cities. It will 
add, too, to the mails on all the connecting lines, 
increase the postal profits, and make available 
for public defence an additional number of war 
sleamers. . 

The contractor for the line between New York 
and Liverpool has his vessels in a state of for- 
wardness. He has two steamers, each of 2800 
fons measurement, ready for Jaunching, and the 
frames of two others ready to take their places 
on the building ways, as soon as launched, and 
the machinery in a corresponding state of for- 
wardness. The Department has not urged the 
contractor to undue haste in the construction of 
his steamers. in the present state of communi- 
cation with Europe by other means, the thorough 
and skilful exeeution of the work on the hull and 
machinery of the ships, is of more importance to 
the government than their speedy completion. 
The contractor is prosecuting his undertaking 
with energy and judgment. 

By the execution of the 13th section of the act 
of August 3, 1848, measures have been taken to 
remove the insane of the Navy and Marine Corps 
from the Naval Hospitals to institutions estab- 
lished for the cure and treatment of persons thus 
sadly afflicted. It is believed that the object can 
be Salisfactorily attained on the moderate terms 
prescribed by law. The whole number of in- 
sane persons in the hospitals is thirteen, and 
some of them are so quiet and harmless that it 
may not be necessary to remove them. 

lhe suppty of hemp on hand and deliverable 
under contracts already existing, renders it unne- 
cessary to advertise for any additional quanuty 
for the present year. That American hemp cau 
be prepared in quality equal to any im the world, 
has been established by experiments under the 
Most rigid test. The heavy outlay necessary in 


preparing for the production of the finer descrip- 


tions, suitable fur naval purposes, has prevented 
many planters from engaging in annual contracts. 
The joint resolution of Congress of 9th May 
last, made a great improvement by authorizing 
navy contracts for American water-rotted hemp, 
for a term not exceeding five years, at a remu- 
neraling price. 

I propose to invite, by advertisement, the hemp 
growers themselves to contract, and, by accep- 
log proposals for twealy-tive tons and upwards, 
aud in case of equality of bid to give the pref- 
crance to the farmer who giows il, to encouraze 
tue general adoption of the most improved pro- 
cess of preparing this important supply for tue 
navy. 

Proposals for furnishing machinery for the 
Rope Walk at the Memphis Navy Yard, have 
been inviled, oy advertisement, and as soon as it 
can be manufactured and delivered, that impor 
tant establishment will be put in operation. 

The place for the delivery of bemp for the use 
of the navy will be far more convenient for do- 
mestic hemp growers generally, than that al 
which cordage is bow manufactured, and the fa- 
cility of access will justify the farmers in selling 
their produce directly to the Government, with- 
Oul the introduction of agencies or the expense 
aud joss of more distant transportation and {re- 
quent transhipwents. 

The military cootributions collected in the 
Gulf of Mexico, at ports and places in the mili- 
tary occupation of the naval forces, amount to 
$131,835. 

fromthe squdron in the Pacific the accounts 
have not yel been receivéd and adjusted. 

At Mazatlan, then in the occupation of the 
navy, Commodore Jones reports to the Depart- 
meut, that up to the 17th June, 1848, the contri- 
butions collected at that port amounted to 

294,366. 

lt is not probable that any considerable collec- 
lections were made by officers of the navy at 
any other point ol the Pacific coast. 

The plan ol settlement adopted required the 
officers first to settle atthe Navy Department, on 
Vouchers, the amounts of contributions, charg- 
Ing them the amounts receiyed, and crediting 


cution of the war, as established by their vouch- 
ers. The collecting officer has been required 
to settle atthe Treasury his account as acting 
purser, where he is charged with money and 
stores received on public account, and credited 
with disbursements satisfactorily vouched, other 
and beyond those already credited in his contri- 
bution account, and the balance thus appearing, 
has, in each case, been paid into the Treasury 
under its proper head of appropriation. ‘The 
practical effect of this mode of settlement is to 
relieve appropriations made by law to the 
the full amount of the contributions. ‘There has 
not been a case of default, 

The duty of collection, disbursement and ac- 
counting was performed by naval officers with- 
out any allowance for the service. The act of 
August 23d, 1842, was construed te forbid any 
allowance beyond their pay as officers on duty, 
and no compensation has been made fora ser- 
vice not within the general range of an oflicer’s 
duties, and in some instances attended with posi- 
tive and unavoidable loss. |] repeat my recom- 
mendation heretofore made, that authority be 
given to allow in each case a moderate commis- 
ston on collections and disbursements, not ex- 
ceeding in the aggregate, asum sufficient, as a 
reasonable indemnity for therisk and trouble at- 
tendant on the duty. . 

| have the honor to submit the reports from 
the several Bureaux of the Department, with the 
estimates for the Naval service, and for other 
objects placed under the contro] of this Depart- 
ment, for the fiscal year ending 30th June, 


show that the public property on hand for naval 
purposes amounts in the aggregate to $9,400,370. 

The subdivision of dates and superintendence 
amongst the several Bureaux, has led to the in- 
troduction of judicious measures for the preser- 
vation of stores and materials, and the enforce- 
ment of strict accountability, and thus guarded 
against an immense waste of public property. 

Under this wise distribution of duty and labor, 
economy and efficiency have been promoted, 
great improvements introduced in the purchase 
and inspection of timber, hemp, canvass, and 
other materials for construction, repairs and 
equipments; a series of well conducted experi- 
ments in gunnery have beén made, and ordinance 
stores and munitions of war of the most improved 
descriptions, are procured. 

A judicious system has been est&blished, and 
maintained for the necessary buildings at our 
Navy Yards, and for the uniform regulation of 
the quantity and prices of mechanical and other 
labor im public employment, and the Navy is 
supplied with medicines, provisions and clothing 
of the best quality and on economical terms uo- 
der regulations digested with care and skill. 

There is, however, one great defect in the 
present organization of the Navy Department. 
The duty of ordering and detailing of officers 
for service, of the general superintendence of 
enlistments, of deciding primarily on applications 
for service, relief or discharges, occupies too 
large a portion of the Secretary’s time, and 
cannot be so satisfactorily performed by him as 
by an officer of rank bearing the relation to the 








1850. 
| The gross amount of estimates is $8,858,856 
| 58, of which the following, being for the specific 
| objects, must be deducted to ascertain the pro- 
bavle annual expense of the Navy. 
For the transportation of the mail 
For floating dry docks, basins and rail- 
ways 650,000 





$874,600 





| Completing sione dock at New York 490,000 
Improvements, &c., at Navy Ya.d 846,310 
$2,860,910 


which sums, being deducted, will leave for one 
year’s expense of the naval service, including in- 
valids’ and widows’ pensiuns, and the marine 
corps, $5,997,946 58. 

l have the honor herewith to transmit a state- 
ment from the 4th Auditor’s office, showing the 
|'exact amount of appropriations and expendi- 
tures, made for the entre public service, under 
the control of the Navy Department, in each 
year, from the 30th June, 1844, to the Ist July, 
1848, by which it will appear that the aggregate 
amount of the expenditures for the two fiscal 
years ending on the 30th June, 1045 and 1846, 
‘amounted to - ° - 
and the aggregate amount expended in the two 
years ending on the 30th Jnue, 

1846, was_- - - - $21,598 661 18 

The first two were in time of peace; the last 
twe embrace, with a trifling exception, the en- 
tire period of the war with Mexico. In the last 
two it is worthy of remark that for the construc: 
tion of war steamers, authorized by Congress, 
but not intended ov expected to be employed in 
the war, and for other special objects, very con- 
siderable expenditures were made under appro- 
priations for the purpose, so that the ordinary 
expenses of the naval service have been but 
slightly increased by the war with Mexico. 

On the Ist July jast it appears that there re- 
mained in the ‘l'reasury an unexpended balance 
of the year’s appropriations of the naval service 
of $3,295 630 57. 

Of this sum $1,795,630 57 were carried to the 
surplus jund, and, a8 authorized by law, the ba- 
lance remains subject to expenditure, if re- 
quired, during the current fiscal year. 

lt gives me pleasure to bear testimony as the 
result of my own experience, to the efficient or- 
ganization of the Navy Department. Personally 
i acknowledge grateful obligations to the distin- 
guished men who are and have been in charge ol 
the several Bureaux. ‘The division of its duties 
secures to the.civilian who may be at the head 
of the Department the aid and counsel of expe- 
rienced officers whose professional information, 
at all times freely but unobtrusively given, is 
eminently useful to him in the conduct of the 
vast and diversified business uuder his direction. 
Besides the ships on the stocks, in ordinary, and 
undergoing repairs, and in commission, and ex- 
cluding bavy yards aud other public lands, re- 
quired lor purposes of the pavy, with their cost- 
ly improvement, the reports herewith submitted, 








$14,967,036 09) 


Department and to the Navy which the Adju- 
| tant General does to the War Department and to 

the Army. The establishment of a Bureau for 
this most important duly would involve a trifling 
expense. There would not be required for the 
purpose any additional clerical labor; the Regis- 
ter and Clerks now engaged op the same duty 
would be sufficient. {i cannot be doubted that 
the efiects of such an improvement in the or- 
| ganization of the Department would be highly 
beneficial. 

A revised book of regulations for the Navy is 
very much wanted. In the government of the 
Navy, executive regulations form a large por- 
tion of the law of the service. Those now in 
force are contained in several publications made 
at different times and in general orders to the De- 
partment. It is often difficult for officers to 
know what they are; a revision and republica- 
tion in one book would prove of great advantage 
to the service; and a smali appropriation would 
probably cover the expense. 

l renew my recommendation that the appoint- 
ment of a small number of assistant pursers 
may be authorized by law. 

A joint Boatd of oflicers of the army and na- 
vy has been organized, with orders to proceed to 
the West Coast, and make an examination of the 
coast of California and Oregon, with a view to 
the collection of the necessary information to de- 
termine on proper points for fortifications and a 
Navy Yard, when it shall be the pleasure of Con- 
gress to direct such establishments. A Navy 
Yard on the California coast, with suitable means 
for the repair of vessels, would, in my judgment, 
be of the nighest public importance. 

I submit herewith the annual estimates for the 
support of the marine corps. 

in obedience to the direction of the act of Con- 
gress, of March 2d, 1847, ‘*at the termination of 
the Mexican war the marine ccrps was reduced 
both in men and officers to a number not exceed- 
ing the number in service atthe date of the act.” 
The reduction of the men was effected by dis- 
| charges as they arrived in the United States. The 

duty of reducing the ouawber of olficers was more 
difficult. It was necessary to drop from the rolls 
four captains, four first lieutenants, and four se- 
cond lieulenants. 

{t was determined to organize a board of offi- 
cers of rank superior to that of captains, and 
they were instructed to designate the officers who 
could be best spared from the service. ‘Phey 
made their report, and the officers designated 
were dismissed without alleged fault. Copies of 
the instructions and report are herewith submit- 
ted. ‘lhe efficiency of our ships of war would 
be promoted if the marine guard allowed by the 
regulations could be enlarged, and the increase of 
the rank and file of the corps, from 1000 to 1500, 
would in my judgment, be highly beneficial. The 
number of landsmen might be reduced to the 
sameamount. Such an increase of the pon-com- 
missioned officers and privates would justify an 
their disbursements made for the service in prose- 
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additional number of commissioned officers equal 
to the number dismissed. 

By the joint resolution of Congress, approved 
the 10th August, 1848, the officers, non-commis- 
sioned officers, privates and musicians of the ma- 
rine corps who have served in the army in the 
war with Mexico, were placed in all respects, as 
to bounty, land, and other remuneration in addi. 
tion tu the ordinary pay, on a footing with the 
officers, non-commissioned officers, privates and 
musicians in the army. 

On consultation with the Attorney General, | 
felt constrained so to construe the Resolution as 
not to include the Marine Guards, attached un- 
der orders to the ships of war in the Pacific and 
Gulf of Mexico. It did not appear to me that 
they could be regarded as serving with the army, 
within the meaning of the resolution, as did the 
battalions of Marines, who marched into Mexi- 
co and formed a part of the army. It is known 
that the Marine guards of both squadrons were 
often on land, oo-operating in the most gallant 
manner with the Jand forces, and encountering 
all the dangers and privations of the service with 
the army. ‘The discrimination has been painfully 
fell by them, and | may not have given to the 
terms of the resolution the enlarged construction 
which its framers intended. However that may 
be, 1 deemed it the safer course to wait and sub- 
mit the subject again to Congress. 1 am entirely 
salisfied that while both classes of the marine of- 
ficers ana men did their duty, there was nothing 
in the service of the battalion serving with the 
ar.wy which entitled them toany higher privile- 
ges than their brethren, who, belonging to the 
ships, also served ashore. The number of these 
wasnot great; and [respectfully recommend that 
they be put on a fvoting, as to bounty land, with 
those who have already received what was given 
by law to the officers and men of the army. 

1 have the honor to be, very respectfully, 

Your obedient servant, 


To the President. Joun Y. Mason. 
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Consumption oF Woop.—The Chicago Tribune 
states: ‘hat the Empire burnt 700 cords of wood 
on some of her trips between that port and Buf- 
falo, and that the average consumption of a trip 
is about 600 cords. Estimating the number of 
trips in a season at thirteen, the consumption is 
equal to 234 acres of timber—employing forty 
wood-cullers at an expense exceeding ten thou- 
sand dollars. 











of 1840, as that is the generally supposed in- 
crease of population within the last eight years, 
and of course the proper ratio of the productive 
energies of the country. Our plan is designed 
to be intelligible to all. The matter collected is 
a fair representation of our annual products from 
the soul, and in part from machinery. Much labor 
has been bestowed in the preparation of the ta- 
bles below, as may be inferred from the nature 
of the work. Under the head of ** Crops” thir- 
teen articles are included, on each of which the 
vaiue has been adjusted tothe several States, 
with the necessary advance on the same items, as 
they were reported in 1840; thus, affording the 
approximate value of the crop of 1848, together 
with the sums invested in manufactures and mer- 
chandise, respectively. In making up the **Crops” 
in our table, prices have been assumed as {fol- 
lows: Cotton at 6 cents per pound; sugar 4; 
rice 3; tobacco 7. Wheat 60 cents per bushel ; 
corn 30; barley 30; oats 25; rye 40; buck. 
wheat 50; and potatoes 3U cents. Hay $10, and 
hemp and flax $50 per ton. These are the home 
prices, before transportation to market, and 
apply to the first column of the following table: 


Estimated value of the Crops of 1848, and the sums 
invested in manufactures and merchandise in each 


$e 
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The cotton and sugar crop may be esti 
upon data much more sr thas the me nage 
tistics of 1840. Merely as conjectural, we adopt 
2,400,000 bales of the one and 250.000 hogsheads 
of the other as the production of 1848. We al. 
so connect a number of miscellaneous articles in 
the statement: 


Cotton $64,800,000 | Pro. dairies. $42 360.0 
Sugar 10,000,000 | Do. chard, 9070 0m 
Tobacco 19,176,000 | Hay 128,000,000 
Wouvl, 40 c. Hemp and , 
per lb. 17,900,000; flax 5,937,000 
Family good:36,278,000 | Potatoes 40,614,000 





_ The investments in factories of every descrip- 

tion are stated generally in the table of the 
States. Believing that it would interest our 
readers to see some of the varieties and the 
proportion of capital iu each, we submit the fol- 
lowing: 





Cotton $63,877,000 | Paper — 5,881,000 
Silk 342,000 | Printing 7,341,000 
Flax 260 VOU | Powder 1,094,000 
Mixed 5 460,000 | Rope 3,006,000 
Tobacco 4,296,000 | Drugs, &c. 5,633,000 
Hats, &c. 5,606,000 ; Glass, &c. 3296 000 
Leather, &c. 35,000,000 | Carriages 6,963,000 
Candles, &c. 3,346,000 ; Furniture 8,736,000 
Liquor 11,433,000 | Mills, &c. 82,322,000 


Having shown the outlay, itis proper to no- 


tice the return from manufacturiug operations, 


which is given, without method, in the following 








There are sixteen first rate steamboats engaged 
in the Upper Lakes trade. 


STEAMBOATS ON THE Mississipp1.—The Si. 
Louis Era says: There are 1190 steamboats en- 
gaged on the Mississ.ppi Valley, costing upward 
of $10,000,000, employing 40,000 men, and run- 
hing at an annual expense of $72,000,000. These 
boats are capable of carrying avnually 10,000,- 
000 tons of freight, and the annual value of the 
commerce of the great valley is over $435,000,- 
000, or more than twice that of the whole fo- 
reign commerce of our country. 

The Cairo Delta of the 9h ult., contains a list 
of all the steamboat disasters on the Mississippi 


Slate: 
Manufac- Merchan- 
States. Crops. tures. dise. 
Maine . $13,000,000 $10,000,000 $5,000,000 
N. Hampshire 9,000,000 12,000,000 3,000,000 
Massachusetts 1],0v0,000 52,000,000 16,000,000 
Rhode Island 1,500,000 13,000,000 4,000,000 
Connecticut 9,000,000 17,000,000 ~—- 8, 000,000 
Vermont 15,000,000 = 5,000,000 = 4,000,000 
New York 79,000,000 69,000,000 53,000,000 
New Jersey 11,000,000 14,000,000 —-§ 000,000 
Pennsylvania | 55,000,000 50,000,000 45,000,000 
Delaware 1,800,000 2,000,000 = 1,300,v00 
Maryland 10,000,000 = =8,000,000 13,000,000 
Virginia 38,000,000 13,000,000 21,000,000 
N. Carolina 19,000,000 5,000,000 ~— 6,000,000 
S. Carolina 14,000,009 = 4,000,009 = 10,000,000 
Georgia 21,000,000 4,000,000 11,000,000 
Alabama 17,000,000 =3,000,000 8,000,000 
Mississippi 14,000,000 = 2,000,000 7,000,000 
oulsiaua 19,000,000 = =8,000,0U0 =. 20,000,000 
| ‘l'ennessee 40,000,000 5,000,000 =: 9, 0u0,000 
Kentucky 28,000,000 7,000,000 11,000,000 
| Obio 49,000,000 20,000,000 27,000,0u0 
ndiana 47,000,000 5,000,000 7,VV0U0,0U00 
Lilinois 18,000 000 4,000,000 6,000 000 
Missouri 12,000 000 4000000 10,000 000 
Arkansas 6,000 000 1,000 000 2.000 000 
Michigan 7,000,000 4,000 000 3,000 000 
Florida 3,000 000 = =1,000 000 2,000 000 
Wisconsin 2,000 000 500,000 1.000 000 
lowa 2,000,000 300,000 ~—_1,000,000 
‘Texas 
Dist. of Columbia 100,000 1,200,000 3000,000 





Total 571,400,000 344,300,000 322,000,000 

From the above estimate it will be seen that 
nearly $600,000,0U0 in value will be derived this 
year from the cultivation of the soil, besides 
what may proceed from gardens, orchards, dai- 
ries, &c., amounting at least to $50,000,000 more. 
‘These productions are increased with every har- 
vest, as new parts of the country are settled and 
additional labor is employcd in the ratio of popu- 
lation. -- 

The live stock on farms is another item in the 





river, amounting to 251: of which 167 boats were 
sunk, 79 were burat, and 5 blown up. Estima. 
ting the value of each boat at $20,000, the total 
would de $5,000,000. ‘The loss no doubt greatly 
exceeds this sum, as many of the boats contained 
full and valuable freights, and were of the first 
class. 


PropuctTions AND Capita. oF THE U. Srares. 
In examining the resources of our country, no 
single object—indeed nohalf dozen objects— 
should determine the estimate. The whole field 
of labor and capital should be carefully sur- 
veyed, tu ascertain its production, on the best evi- 
dence at command, 

Previously to 1840 no regular effort had been 
made to obtain a statistical view of the pursuits 
and property of our people; but, with the cen- 
sus of that year, a mass of information was or- 
dered to be taken, which has since formed the 
basis of reports and dissertations upon our na- 
tional industry. We have drawn from this com- 
mon storehouse the data on which a statement 
of the agriculture, commerce, manufactures, 
and general condition of the United States, com- 
paratively, has been prepared, The rule adopted 
in arriving at the amounts in our tables, has 
been to add twenty-five per cent. on the returns 





computation of wealth, which should not be omit- 
ted in our task. We give the number with an es- 
imation of value, at an average of sixty dollars for 
horses and mules, five doijlars for neat cattle, two 
dollars and filty cents for sheep, and two dollars 
for swine, as follows: 





Live Stock. Number. Value. 
Horses and mules 5,432,000 $325 ,920,000 
Neat cattle 18,738,000 93,690,000 
Sheep 24,136,000 60 335,000 
Swine 32,876,000 65,752,UU0U 
Poultry 11,630,000 

Total, 557,377,000 


As the grain crops are the very foundation of all 
support, a table showing their quantity aud value 
is subjoined : 





statement: 

Mauufac- Manufac- 

tures, Value. lures. Value. 
Cotton $57,937,000 ! Carriages $13,623,000 
Woollen 25,845,000 | Furniture 9,443,0U0 
Mixed 8,181,000 | Cordage 5,097 ,UUU 
Silk 143,000 | Earthenware 1,255,0u0 
Flax 402,000 | Refi. sugars 4,062,000 


Hats & caps 10,980,000 ; Confectionary 1,428 UU0 


Bonnets 1,842,000 | Musical instr. 1,154,000 
Leather, &c. 41,418,0U0 | Metal 12,665,0UU0 
Glass 3,0UU,00U | Flour 95,601,000 


Besides the amount set forth in a preceding 
table, as constiluting the commerce, or rather tie 
retail trade of the States, the sum of $149 0UU,- 
0U0 is employed in the Cominission business and 
foreign trade—together, making the sum of $471,- 
QU0,UU0 in our Commerce. 

We shall close, for the present the statistics of 
our national industry and resources. That we 
have made such a rapid progress within less than 
three-fourths of a century, siuce as a people we 
cast off the shackles of wouarchy, is astonishing, 
even to ourselves. ‘Ihe tables stiow the immense 
productions and business of the country, and 
as such we submit them for whatever they are 
worth. 

ln relation to the amounts stated as the annual 
product of manufactures, some doubt of their 
accuracy may perhaps be entertained, from the 
excess, IN some instances, over tie capital in- 
vested. Though we cousider the returns made 
with the census as in some degree imperiect, 
from the difficulty of a first atlempt of the kind, 
yel they are the nearest and most reliable ap- 
proximation with which the country has been 
furnished on the subject. The value of manu- 
factured articles may exceed the capital paid 
out for buildings and machinery; but the cost 
of labor and of the raw material has to be de- 
ducted from the gross proceeds, and then the 
balance is subject to dividend as prolils.— 
Throughout the whole process agriculture ts (he 
primary element, giving subsistence to labor, and 
probably nine-tenths of the staple afterwards 
converted into fabrics. — NV. O. Conf Times. 


Cuurcues iN Evrore.—The following statis- 
tics as lo the comparative capacity of the -must 
celebrated churches in Europe, will be read with 


interest :— 
Persons. Sq. Y'ds. 








Grain. Bushels. Value. 
Indian corn 471,913,000 $141,573,000 
Wheat 105,858,000 63,514,0U0U 
Oats 153,339,000 38,459 ,0UU 
Rye 23,306 ,0U0 9,322,000 
Buckwheat 9 557,000 4,557 ,0UU 
Barley 5,200 ,UUU 1,560,000 
Rice, pounds 101,000, GU0 3,031,000 

Toial, $262,016, 000 


St. Peter’s 54,000 13,500 
Milan Cathedral 37,000 = 9,200 
Si. Paul’s at Rome 32,000 8,000 
St. Pauls’ at London 55,000 6,400 
St. Petronia at Bologna 24,400 6,100 
St. Sophia’s, Conetantinople 23,000 5,750 
Fiorence Cathedral 24,300 6,075 
Antwerp Cathedral 24,000 6,0U0 
St. John, Lateran 22,900 5,729 
Notre Dame at Paris 21,000 5,250 
Pisa Cathedral 13,000 3,290 
St. Stephen’s at Vienna 12,400 3,100 
St. Dominic’s at Bologna 12,000 3,000 
St. Peter’s do 11,400 2,890 
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Cathedral of Vienna 11,000 , 2,746 
St. Mark’s Venice 7,000 ; 

The Piazza of St. Peter’s, it is added, in its 
widest limits, allowing twelve (persons) to the 
quacrate meter, (square yards) holds 264,000; 
allowing four to the same, drawn up in military 
effray, 208,000. In its narrowest limits, not 
comprising the porticoes or the piazza Rusticu- 
eur, 474,000 crowded, and 138,000 in military 
array. 


Tue Britise Army.—A London Journal says 
that 2010 members of the British House of Com- 
mons are directly or indirectly connected with 
the army and navy. The army consists of about 
124,000 rank and file ; officered by 5,734 gentle- 
men. The household troops, who never leave 
London for foreign service, have among their of- 
ficers fifteen noblemen and many honorables. 
An ordinary regiment of British Cavalry costs 
about $90,000 a yéar; oné of the horse-guards 
$150,000. The Coldstream guards costs $250, 
00 per annum. There-are on the staff 44 gene- 
rals receiving pay, and 135 more who are also 
colonels of regiments. Amongst these generals, 
there are three kings and two princes. There 
are also 341 colonels and 684 lieutenant colonels. 
The friends cf reform point to these ** snperfluous 


veterans,’’ and ask that the diminutions of the, 


pubiic burdens may begin by a reduction of epau- 
lettes. 


British Navy.—Ships in Commission.—N ine- 
teen first rates, of from 120 to 100 guns each, 
mounting 2,216 guns; seventy-six second and 
third rates, of from 104 to 70 guns each, moun- 
ting 6,196 guns; one hundred and twenty-six 
fourth, filth, and sixth rates, of from 65 to 18 
guns each, mounting 1,673 guns; seventy-nine 
sloops, of from 18 to 8 guns each, mounting 
986 guns; sixteen brigs, of from 6 to’3 guns 
each, mounting seventy-eight guns. Steamers: 
twenty-two ships and frigates, with an aggregate 
power of 12,222 horses, and mounting 281 guns; 
jorty-two ships, of an aggregate power of 13,300 
horses, and mounting 251 guns; thirty-eight gun- 
vessels, of an aggregate power of 6,748 horses, 
and mounting 125 guns; two screw schooners, 
whose joint power is 120 horses, and mecut- 
ting 20 guns; steam guard-ships, classed as 
fourth rates, 3,800 horse power: grand total, 
420 vessels, mounting 15,026 guns. Of this 
foice, 104 are steam vessels, propelled by en- 
gines of aggregate power of 36,100 horses. This 
return does notinclude the mail flotilla of Dover, 
Holyhead, Liverpool, other stations, @c.”’ 


Mexican Dest to Great Britain.—This debt is 
now £10,241,650, on which there are unpaid arrears 
of interest amounting to £1,090,000 mure. 


Metuopists.—The number in Great Britain is 
now 335,561; in ‘Ireland 20,742 ; in Missions 94,- 
451, Total 450,454—a decrease during the year of 
4,861. 


Exports oF GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND.—The 
total value of producis exported during the year 1847 
was £58,842,347, 


Sreciz.—The bullion in the Bank of England 
amounts to £13,700,000. The Bank of Frauce had 
#35,000,000f. of specie in her vaults. 


Poor 1n France.—Three hundred thousand per- 
sons are living in Paris on charity. Bills have been 
introdneed in the French Assembly for a supple- 
mental grant of nine million francs to the city ot Pa- 
ris for the support of the poor, and for one million ad- 
ditional to the hospital. 


Che States. 
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Maine.— Official: 











Taylor. Cass. VanBuaen. 

Aroostook 431 868 106 
Cumberland 4797 5989 1744 
Franklin 886 = 1431 810 
Hancock 2104 2321 247 
Kennbec 5056 2634 1656 
Lincoln 5316 4616 956 
Oxford 1531 3605 J206 
Penobscot 3973 4644 1556 
Piscataquis 937 1168 432 
Somerset 2457 2105 1023 
Waldo 1816 3596 1120 
Washington 2505 2466 459 
York 3455 4697 841 

Total 35,273 40,195 12,157 


Cass over Taylor 4021]; Taylor and Van Buren 
over Cass 7337. Polk’s majority in 1844, 7,3131. 


1,750. 
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PENNSYLVANIA.— The commissions of the fol-| McDowell (New county.) 
lowing President Judges will expire during the | Mecklenburg 775 945 668 1068 
ni Governor Johnston's election, and must + aeangent — = 609 Ao 
e be filled by him, viz:— oore 06 544 56 
Hon. Guam W. Woodward, President 4th | Nash 113 6938-106 187 
District, appointed 9th April, 1841. New Hanover 464 1255 275 1015 
Hon. Benjagpin Patton, President 5th District, | Northampton 493 ~ po 500 
appointed 2Uth March, 1840. Onslow 211 7 663 
Prion. Samuel Hepburn, President 9th District, ee ‘ 1667 — oo = 
appointed 5th March, 1839. asquotan 570 4 7 | 
ies. William Jessup, President 11th District, | Perquimons 434 253 366 265 
appointed 7th April 1839. Person 346 518 360 578 
Hon. John N. Conyngham, President 18th Dis- | Pitt 636 479 589 571 
| trict, appointed 25th March, 1839. Polk 226 52 228 128 
Hon. Alexander McCaimot, President 18th | Randolph 1196 225 1199 313 
District, appointed 31st May, 1839. _ | Richmond 699 71 545 65 
Hon. Alexander JL. Hayes, President of District | Robeson 633 545 581 623 
Court of Lancaster, appuosmted Ist May, 1840. Rockingham 380 766 340 933 
Finances:-—The Auditor of Pennsylvania has | Rowan 859 560 827 696 
completed his report for the fiscal year, commen- Rutherford 959 ae 1037 311 
cing Dec. Ist, 1847, and ending Nov. 30th, 1848. | Sampson 612 74 ae 692 
The receipts of the year were $3,831,776 22, | Stanley hee + conn B.. 
which added toa balance of $680,890 95 on hand Stokes 1084 J “: i — 
at the commencement, makes a total of $4,51%,- Surry 1132 652 109 } 1226 
667 07. The expenditures for the same period oo 300 96 ‘dues ‘aan 
were $3,935,376 68, leaving a balance in the trea. Wake ; y+) 
, : 1028 1247 991 1293 
pa the 3Uth of November, 1848, of $577, Warten 156 67 172 630 
F Vashington 7k ‘ 8 
ViraintA.—The Hon. George A. Lee was Wayne 258 9U3 264 1097 
elected by the joint vote of the Legislative As- | Wilkes 1060 121 1299 3u9 
sembly, on the 11th inst., Judge of the 18th Ju- Yancey 357 634 
dical Circuit. 
The election by the Legislative Assembly, of| Total 43519 34,869 42,360 41,486 
a Governor and Judge of the 2nd Judicial dis- Majority for Taylor, 8,681; do. for Maaly, 
trict, took place on the 12th inst., and resulted in | 8745 Clay, 3.945. 
the choice of John B. Floyd, Esq., member of ‘The county of Yancey is omitted from some 
the House from Washington county, for the for- | informality in the return. The Free Soil vote 
mer, and of John W. Marsh, E-q., for the latter — 85, rey nants eye ot a in Guilford 47, 
office. range 16, Chatham 13, Surry 9. 
Mr. Floyd was chosen on the third ballot by} Ay apsama.— Official: 
the following joint vote, viz :—Floyd 96, Thomp- Cass. ‘l'aylor. Cass. Taylor. 
son 55, Scattering 10—of which last J. Y. Ma- Autauga, 471 553 Lawrence, 656 | 663 
son had 6. af Baldwin, 100-132: ~Lowndes, 434 #761 
Samuel Shepherd was elected State Printer Barbour, 614 1205 Macon, 532 1464 
without opposition. Benton, 1272 566 Madison, 1385 465 
1 416 474 Marengo 55 7 
Norrn Carouina.—The Hon. R. M. Pearson ancl ao 134 Tg ‘ rye Lo 
was elected by the Legisiature,a Judge of the | py, 277 772 Marshall, 708 246 
Supreme Couft of this State, to fill the vacalicy Chambers, 689 1323 M obile, 1072 1319 
occasioned by the death of Judge Daniel. Cherokee, 921 630 Morgan 535° 361 
The following is the official vote of North Ca- Chestad. 278 «373 Moarae 916 ate 
rolina for Governor anu Electors in 1848: _ | Clarke, 327 120 Montgm’ry, 670 1176 
Counties. Taylor. Cass. Manly. Reid | Coffee, 174 192 Perry, 631 826 
Alexander 367 151 334 201 |}Conecuh, 215 426 Pickens, 931 1044 
Anson 1084 359 1049 400 | Coosa, 883 626 Pike, 662 936 
Ashe 66U 358 5901 782|Covington, 65 236 Randolph, 770 461 
Beaufort 923 463 857 512/ Dale, 555 363 Russell, 577-970 
Bertie 524 3U2 524 370 | Dallas, 618 860 Shelby, 368 577 
Biaden 230 341 281 516 | Dekalb, 650 257 St.Ciair, 456 150 
Brunswick 319 237 301 194 | Fayette, 841 272 Sumter, 771 = 820 
Buncombe 996 434 921 644/ Franklin, 795 510 Talladega, 820 869 
Burke 1210 286 1299 396 | Greene, 712 1088 ‘Tallapoosa, 920 972 
Cabarrus 756 377 743 377 | Henry, 496 504 Tuscaloosa, 694 976 
Caldwell 503 96 586 138 | Jackson, 1589 136 Walker, 383-231 
Camden 493 70 489 50 | Jefferson, 385 288 Washington, 85 72 
Catawaha ‘ wo saad epee” | Lauderdale, 772 695 Wilcox, 479 636 
Carteret 47 65 | Limestone, 832 374 
Caswell 993 1087 263 1081 31,304 30,504 
Chatham — rd aoe ba Polk’s majority in 1844, 11,462. Cass’ majo- 
Cherokee 549 y 17 | rity, 800. 
Chowan 295 171 293 228 in the Northern District, [17 counties,] the 
Cleaveland 314 421 421 427 | vote was for Taylor, 6,892 ; fur Cass, 14,082. lo 
Columbus 169 274 174 440 1844, for Clay, 4,903 ; for Polk, 16,261. in the 
Craven 696 616 742 730 | Southern District, [34 counties,] the vote was, 
Cuuberland 812 1191 578 1023 | for Taylor, 25,533 ; for Cass, 17,273. In 1844, 
Currituck 193 pe. 177 583 | for Clay, 21,132; for Polk, 21,236. 
Beaies': 448 251 "542 391 _Micuican.—The Legislature, at its last ses- 
Duplin 318 939 218 99] | Sion, passed a law prohibiting the circulation of 
Edgecomb 143 1385 104 1466 | Canada bank bills in that State. — 
Frankln 341 658 319 673| The Senate of this State consists of 16)emo- 
Gaston (New county.) | crats and 6 Whigs—the House of 44 De rats, 
Gates 379 989 371 39) | and 20 Whigs, being a Whig gain of fi em- 
Granville 959 831 1016 946 | bers in each branch of the Legislature, over the 
: ‘ 9% ‘ ‘ revious year. 
mtr aa Be = hed a ‘ The aggregate official vote for electors of 
Halifax 582 446 6UL 5u7 | President and Vice President, gives Cass 30,687 ; 
Hay wood 418 213 412 43y | Taylor 23,940; Van Buren 10,389. 
Henderson 541 116 656 227 Inp1aNa.—Governor’s Message.—The message 
Hertford 316 144 330 173 | of Governor Whitcomb opens with the usual re- 
Hyde 495 236 469 298 | marks with reference to the prosperous and hap- 
jredell 1137 211 1042 257 | py condition of the people, and briefly alludes to 
Johnston 646 746 720 814 | the political disorders in Europe. — 
Jones 242 136 215 181| The New Territories.—On this subject His Ex- 
Lenoir 282 334 m. 259 | cellency says :—'I’his territory bas now come to 
Lincoln 828 1593 832 1877 | us free, and in my opinion, it should remain iree, 
Macon 427 207 451 352 | and that every constitutional and legal means 
Marun 361 545 339 557 should be adopted to continue it free. 
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Finances.—The ordinary expenses of the State 
Government for the fiscal year ending on the 31st 
of October last, were $79,273 98. The ordinary 
expenses for the current fiscal year, ending on the 
31st October next, are estimated by the Auditor at 
$72,000. 

The value of the entire property subject to 
taxalion, as returned for 1848, (estimating in like 
manner, and for the same reason, for Spencer 
county) is $123,960,986, being an increase over 
that of last year, of $4,350,545, while the in- 
= of last year over 1846, was only $1,908,- 

06. 

The amount of revenue paid into the State 
Treasury during the last year, including a portion 
of the past arrearages, is $412,748 74, being $50,- 
401 77 more than was paid in during the previous 
year. 

The assessment for 1848 is, for State purposes, 
$488,627 44, and for county, township, road, and 
school purposes collectively, $536,362 53. Add 
to these sums the uncollected delinquencies of 
former years, $135,795 25, andthe total amount 
of the duplicates for 1843 is $1,210,785 22. Tne 
rate of delinquency in the collection of the taxes 
assessed for 1847, is but $1475 on the $100, 
while that on the assessment of 1846 was $17 
on the $100. It thus appears that the fiscal af- 
fairs, so far as regards the present and prospec- 
tive increase of revenue, are in a prosperous con- 
dition. 

To meet the payment on the interest of the 
State debt, a temporary loan was made, and the 
Governor anticipates that a small loan of a tem- 
porary character, will have to be made to meet 
the next semi-annual payment of interest, but he 
thinks the increasing revenue of the State will 
soon relieve her of temporary embuarrassments, 
to meet payments of interest. To increase the 
revenue of the State and lay a foundation for the 
payment of her funded debt, the Governor re- 
commends that the invisible wealth of the State, 
such as stocks, cash at interest, &c., be taxed. 

Convention lo amend the Conslitution-—He also 
recommends that the question of calling a con- 
vention to amend the constitution of the State, 
be submitted to the people at the next August 
election. 

Insane Hospital.—The hospital for the insane is 
in operation, but the buildings are not all com- 
pleted. It has cost $50,000, and will require 
about $14,000 more to finish it, when it will hold 
two hundred patients. 

Blind, and Deaf and Dumb Institutes —The in- 
stitutes for the education of the blind, and of the 
deaf and dumb, are also in successful opera- 
tion. 

The Legislature was organized by the election 
of George W. Carr, of Lawrence, as Speaker, 
and Captain Dodd as Clerk of the House. Judge 
Test was chosen Secretary of the Senate. 

The number of polls returned for 1848, esti- 
mating those in the county of Spencer, (from 
which alone no returns have been received) 
the same as last year, is 136,265. ‘This is an 
increase over the number of 1847, of 6,194, 
while the increase of 1847 over 1846 was only 
2,762. 

The following is the official vote for the elec- 
tors of l’resident and Vice Fresident: 


Counties. Cass. Taylor. V. Buren. 
Allen 159 991 13 
Adams 398 261 l 
Biackford 231 61 28 
Brown 503 70 
Boone 916 773 66 
Bartholomew 1167 HW11 238 
Benton 738 60 3 
Clinton 964 726 87 
Clarke 1510 1200 23 
Crawford 397 520 
Clay 734 500 29 
Carroll 1008 822 76 
Cass 829 881 55 
Dubois 579 258 | 
Daviess 71 735 Q 
Delaware 694 822 58 
Dekalb 577 347 45 
Decatur 1096 1245 143 
Dearborn 1801 1278 176 
Elkhart 1050 756 142 
Fulton 404 423 39 
Fayette 756 1040 86 
Floyd 1154 1018 17 
Fountain 1343 900 138 
Franklin 1695 1411 51 
Grant 623 325 359 
Greene 921 918 6 


Gibson 802 560 15 
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Harrison 
Hendricks 775 1158 173 
Howard 355 275 152 
Huntington 463 457 46 
Henry 1005 1215 455 
Hamilton 805 809 317 
Hancock © 806 @65 40 
Jennings 784 926 96 
Jefferson 1609 2075 167 
Jackson 1071 632 7 
Johnson 1114 676 46 
Jasper 190 86 128 
Jay 392 276 142 
Kosciusko 676 797 64 
Knox 741 1044 3 
l.egrange 636 629 114 
lawrence 1031 1070 18 
Lake 208 138 139 
Laporte 877 1027 226 
Mershall 428 305 91 
Miami 770 731 70 
Marion 1783 1878 109 
Montgomery 1547 1501 169 
Morgan 1029 986 121 
Monroe 1084 780 59 
Martin 497 342 7 
Madison 993 824 55 
Noble 613 497 53 
Owen 953 882 13 
Ohio 459 439 . 6 
Orange 961 760 6 
Posey 1226 863 19 
Pike 510 519 l 
Perry 335 599 8 
Putnam 1300 1647 10 
Parke 1319 1398 9 
Pulaski 224 135 1 
Porter AUL 343 77 
Ripley 988 ‘1114 173 
Randolph 787 631 523 
Rush 1392 1142 87 
Shelby 1414 1121 18 
Spencer 471 631 
Swi(zerland 1106 1093 44 
Scott 447 4&8 16 
Sullivan 1142 465 5 
St. Joseph 667 812 332 
Steuben 352 315 194 
Tipton 235 183 2 
Tippecanoc 1523 12¢9 405 
Union 637 526 2U8 
Vermillion 763 830 
Vigo 852 1585 57 
Vanderburgh 667 534 22 
Washington 1643 1126 22 
Warren 460 708 63 
Warrick 862 457 21 
Wayne 1432 2U85 839 
Wabash 739 847 140 
White 3U5 268 34 
Wells 416 262 13 
Whitley 373 318 21 
74.745 69,907 8.100 


Cass* majority over Taylor, 4,838. 


I.uinois.—The cfficial vote of this State for 
electors of Presiuent and Vice President is: 
For Cass 56,629; for Taylor 33,215; For Van 
Buren 15,804. Cass over Taylor 3,414; Cass 
over Van Buren 40,825; Taylor and Van Buren 
over Cass 12,390. 


lowa.—Augustus 8S. Dodge and George W. 
Jones, Esquires, were elected Senators from 
this State by the Legislature, on the first ballot, 
over Low and Wallace, Whigs. 


Lovitstana.—-The Legislature of this State 
which met in extra session at New Orleans on 
the 4th inst., adjourned on the 9th. This is the 
last session of the Assembly that will be held at 
that city—the Constitution providing for future 
meetings at Baton Rouge, the new seat of Go- 
vernoment. 

The message of Governor Johnson is remarka- 
ble for its brevity, occupying only seventy-five 
lines of the Picayune. ‘Ihe new Constitution is 





commended in high terms, and the cause of edu- 
'cauion generally is set forth most favorably. 
| The Constitution having proyided for a system 
‘of Free Public Schools, a tax Laving been raised 
| for the purpose, the proceeds of which have been 
accumulating for some time, and the Legislature 
at its last session having failed to make an appro- 
priation for this support, and no regular session 
occurring until 1850, an extra session was called 
for this purpose, and an appropriation recom- 
mended to be made without delay. 

|} The following sentiments are extracted from 




















his address: Give the people but to read, and the 
power of a free press, acting upon the might 
empire of public opinion, in harmopy with the 
purifying doctrines of Christianity, will emancipate 
them Srom every bondage and reform them of ever 
error incompatible with a perfect economy of rights, 
social and political. In this way only, can civil 
freedom and religious liberty be enjoyed mm full 
perfection. 


Missouri.— Oficial vote for electors of Presi- 
dent and Vice President :— 


Counties. Cass. Taylor. Counties. Cass. Taylor. 
Adair, 200 110 Madison, 377-23) 
Andrew, 689 384 Marion, 797 1045 
Audrain, 166 185 Mercer, 183-144 
Atchison, 136 77 Miller, 373 76 
Barry, 217 55 Mississippi, 181 138 
Bates, 186 146 Moniteau, 466 16] 
Benton, 382 208 Monroe, 561 38807 
Buchanan, 1055 704 Montgomery186 379 
Boone, 5388 _ Morgan, 342 567 
Caldwell, 163 128 New Madrid 168 323 
Callaway, 631 849 Newton, 461 161 
Camden, 282 155 Nodaway, 148 43 


C.Girardeau709 485 Osage, 312 92 
Carroll, 298 266 Oregon, lil 7 
Cedar, 271 116 Ozark, 113 39 
Chariton, 577 414 Perry, 389 322 
Clark, 242 284 Pulaski, 241 124 
Ciay, 418 626 Pettis, 265 230 
Clinton, 286 290 Pike, 784 793 
Cole, 531 277 Piatte, 1494 1102 
Cooper, 633 813 Polk, 516 =. 231 


Crawford, 275 264 
Dade, 306 166 
Dallas, 283 105 
Daviess, 358 269 
DeKalb, 146 37 
Dunklin, 42 42 
Franklin, 680 339 
Gasconade, 349 87 
Gentry, 396 152 
Greene, 825 401 
Grundy, 173225 
Harrison, 144 63 
Holt, 248 148 
Henry, 239 274 
Hickory, 224 98 
Howard, 838 801 
Jackson, 954 695 
Jasper, 294 J6l 
Jeflerson, 311 246 
Julinson, 451 334 
Knox, @ 197 196 
Lawrence, 374 170 
Lafayette, 585 915 


Putnam, 120 74 
Rolles, 299 397 
Randolph, 508 607 
Ray, 626 509 
Ripley, 154 14 
Reynolds, 148 21 
St. Charles, 569 477 
St. Ciair, 263 148 
Shannon, 55 35 
St. Francois,274 285 
StGenevievel63 142 
Si. Louis, 4778 4827 
Saline, 438 536 
Schuyler, 192 204 
Scotisnd, 240 Isl 
Scott, 217 (447 
Shelby, 263 175 
Stoddard, 196 97 
Sullivan, 250 154 
Taney, 325 o4 
Texas, 185 82 
Van Buren, 420 = 270 
Wayne, 245 Yl 


Lewis, 479 479 Warren, 336 090-351 
Lincoln, 696 556 Wright, 181 72 
Linn, 297 220 Washington, 423 473 





Livingston, 379 195 
Macon, 470 360 ‘Total, 40,077 32,671 


Majority for Cass, 7,406—for Rollins, Gover- 
nor, (Democrat,) 14,963. 


Sr. Lovis.—According to a late census, this 
city contains a population of 55,952 souls. 


Arxansas.—Governor Drew, it is stated, in- 
tends io resign af the close of the present session 
of the Legislature. 

The offictal vote of electors is: Cass 9,300 ; 
Taylor 6,588. Majority for Cass 1,712. 

In the election for,United States Senator for 
six years from the 4th of March next, the name 
of Mr. Sevier was withdrawn. The vote stood 
on the last ballot: for Mr. Borland 71; for Lo- 
renzo Gibson 15; for Thomas 8. Drew 9. 

Coristopher E. Scott and David Walker were 
elected by the Legislature, Judges of the Su- 
preme Court of the State. 


Texas.—Accounts from this State represent 
her finances to be in a flourishing condi‘ion, and 
speak confidently of the full payment ultimately 
of her entire debt. Texas securities advanced 
at New York last week 1 pereent. The regis- 
tration and examination of these securities, under 
a law passed at the last Legislature of this 
State, is now in progress. 


From Cauirornia.—We to-day had the plea- 
ure of a personal interview with Lieut. Loeser, 
just arrived from California, which Jand of gold 
he left on the Ist of September. He fully con- 
firms the most glowing accounts heretofore re- 
ceived in the Siates, of the richness and extent 
of the gold region. He says the whoie truth can- 
not be told, with any prospect of being believed. 
That the gold is jound from the tops of the 
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highest mountains to the bottom of the rivers. 
Files of the Californian, brought by him, con- 
firm it all. We have not time, at this hour, to 
extract from them, but may do so to-morrow. 
Flour was selling at the mines at $65 per barrel, 
spades at $14 a piece, pork $2 per Ib. Lieut L. 
showed us specimens of the gold; it is found 
pure or mixed; from the size of wheat to that of 
the fist. Ali other business is neglected—wheat 
left standing in the field—houses and farms are 
deserted, &c. The citizens are rejoicing in the 
annexation to the United States. Lieut. L. has 
seen the mines and knows what he says to be the 
fact. He came by the way of Panama and Ja- 
maica. We learn froth the Californian, of the 
i4th August, that the sickly season had set in at 
the gold region, and the treasure hunters were 
Jeaving. Accounts from Oregon say that the ar- 
my had been increased 300 men, and that the In- 
dians were driven to the mountains. They were 
willing to make peace, but the whites would 
not agree unless the murderers of Dr. Whiteman 
and family were delivered up, which was refu- 
sed on the ground that several Indians were al- 
ready killed, which was suflicient satisfaction. 
General Mason had agreed to tuke gold dust in 
paymentof duties. The governor issued a pro- 
clamation declaring that the troops would be 
concentrated at the gold region to prevent per- 
sons from seeking for the precious metal, unless 
those leaving San Francisco and other ports from 
that vicinity shoulu make provision for the sup- 
port of their families during their absence, and 
cilizens should unite in preventing the desertion 
of such soldiers as intended running cff to the 
mines.— N. O. Mercury, November 23. 








Thirticth Congress. 





NAYS.—Messrs. Badger, Baldwin, Bell, Benton, 
Berrien, Cameron, Clarke, Clayton, Corwin, Davis 
of Massachusetts, Dayton, Hale, Johnson of Mary- 
land, Johnson of Louisiana, Metcalfe, Miller, Niles, 
Pearce, Spruance, Underwood, and Upham—21. 

Mr. Douglass presented the memorial of Wil- 
liam H. Aspinwall and others proposing to es- 
tablish a railroad across the Isthmus of Panama, 
and ask to be entrusted with the transportation 
of mails, conveyance of troops &e.; which was 
laid on the table and ordered to be printed. 


Notice for leave to introduce bills —By Mr. 
Douglass, a bill granting the right of way, and 
making a donation of land tothe State of Lili- 
nois, in aid of certain railroads connecting the 
upper and lower Mississippi with the line of Nor- 
thern Lakes and Chicago. 

Bills introduced.—By Mr. Douglass,—a bill for 
the admission of California into the Union as 
a State; which was read and ordered to be prin- 
ted. 

Resolutions.—Mr. Westcott offered a resolution 
calling on the Secretary of the Treasury to re- 
port on the expediency of an appropriation for 
a coast survey of Florida. Adopted. 

Rules and orders.—On motion of Mr. Atherton 
it was resolved that the orders passed at the 
close of the last sesssion, discharging the com- 
mittees on Commerce, Pensions, Military and 
Nava! affairs, from the business not then acted 
on, he rescinded, so far as they include bills, re- 
solutions, and reports embraced in the joint rule 
adopted at the last session. 

Mr. Bradbury offered a resolution (which Jays 
over one day) selling apart one day in. each 
week for the consideration of private bills. 

On motion of Mr. King, it was ordered that the 
Senate will at 12 o’clock on to-morrow proceed 
' to the elecjion of the Committees. 

On motion of Mr. Davis, of Miss., a joint resolu- 
tion for the re-appointment of two of the Smith- 





_ SECOND SESSION. 
ABSTRACT OF PROCEEDINGS. 
Monday, D&ember 11, 1848. 


In Senate.—Messrs. Clayton, Yulee, and John- 
son, of Georgia, appeared and took their seats. 
The Vice President laid before the Senate a 


~~~ 


communication from the Navy Depar.ment, en-| 


closing reports from the cflices of the First and 
Second Comptrollers, in compliance with the act 
of May, 1820. 

Mr. King presented the credentials of Benja- 
min Fitzpatrick, appointed a Senator from the 
Siate of Alabama, to fill a vacancy caused by the 
death of the Hon. Dizon H. Lewis. 

The credentials having been read, Mr. Fitz- 
palrick was duly qualified, and took his seat. 

Mr. Felch presented the credentials of Solon 
Borland, elected a Senator from the State of Ar- 
kansas, to fill the vacancy created by the resig- 
nation of the Hon. Ambrose H. Sevier. 

The credentials having been read, Mr. Borland 
was qualified, and took his seat. 

A message was received from the House of 
Represeitatives, announcing that the House had 
elected the Rev. R. R. Gurley as their Chaplain. 

On motion of Mr. Dickinson, 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
requested to report to the Senate, as far as practica- 
ble, what portion of the transfers uf the stocks of the 
United States are made for account of residents of 
the city of New York, or for whom said residents 
are acting agents. And that he further 1eport whe- 
ther a transier office established in said city would 
be of public convenience ; and if sv, a plan for esta- 
blishing the same. ; 

The Vice President laid before the Senate a 
communication from the Treasury Department, 
coulaining the report of the Secretary on the 
financial state of the country, and a statement of 
the receipts and expenditures for the last year. 

Mr. Davis of Mississippi, moved that 20,000 
copies of this report be printed, in addition to the 
usual number. 

A discussion took place on this motion, in the 
course of which, Mr. Cameron moved that the 
number be reduced to 10,000. The original mo- 
tion was sustained by Messrs. Davis of Mississip- 
pi, Allen, Foote, and Westcott; and opposed by 
Messrs. Cameron, Niles, Hale, and Metcatfe. 

On the callof Mr. Niles, the question on the 
largest number was taken by yeas and nays, and 
resulted as follows : 


YEAS.—Messrs. Allen, Atchison, Atherton, Bor- 
land, Bradbury, Breese, Bright, Butler; Davis of 
Miss., Dickinson, Diz, Dodge, Douglass, Downs, 
Felch, Fitzgerald, Fitzpatrick, Foote, Hamlin, Hous: 
ton, Hunter, Johnson of Georgia, King, Rusk, Stur- 
geon, Turney, Walker, Westcott, and Yulee—29, 


sonian Institute regents (Messrs. Choate and 
| Hawley) was introduced; and, having been 
| read three times and considered in Committee, 
| was passed and sent to the House for concur- 
rence. 

Ou motion of Mr. King, the Senate preceeded to 
the election of a Chapiain ; and the ballots being 
| taken and counted, 1t appeared that the Rev. 
| Mr Slicer received twenty-eight votes, Mr. Hen- 
shaw six, Mr. Smith nine, Mr. Dewey four, and 
blank one. 

Mr. Slicer was declared to be elected. 

Petitions presented.—By Mr. Rusk:—from M. 
W. Fisher, praying compensation for the use of 
his copper percussion Caps. 

By Mr. Badger: from the Kehukee primitive 
Baptist Association lately assembled in North 
Carolina, praying the abolishment of all laws 
by which Chaplains in Congress, in the Army, 
and in the Navy, are appointed and paid from 
the public treasury. [Mr. B. expressed his dis- 
sent from the sentimenis of the memorial. ] 

The petitions were read, and the latter ordered 
to be printed. 


House or Representatives.—Messrs. 4dams, 
Beicher, Freedley, Fulton, Gayle, Hammons, Hunt, 
Johnson, (of Arkansas,) Pillsbury and Sylvester ap- 
peared anu took their seats. 

Commitlees of the House.—The Speaker an- 
nounced the foilowing, viz: 


Committee on Elections. — Messrs. Thompson of 
Indiana, Mullin, Chase, Boydon, Jenkius, Van 
Dyke, Inge, Roman, and Williams. 

On Ways and Means.—Messrs. Vinton, Ste- 
phens, McKay, Hudson, McDowell, Morehead, 
Pollock, Hubbard, and Nicoll. 

On Claims.— Messrs. Rock well of Connecticut, 
Croweli, Dauiel, Nelson, Wilmot, Dunn, Ligon, 
Flournoy, and Thomas. 

On Commerce.— Messrs. Hunt, Grinnell, Wood- 
ward, Hampton of Pennsylvania, ‘Thibodeaux, 
Wentworth, Gregory, Atkinson, and Bingham, 

On Public Lands.— Messrs. Collamer, Duncan, 
Shepperd, Brodhead. Putnam, Hail of Missouri, 
Evans of Maryland, Cobb of Alabama, and Gree. 
ley. 

‘On the Post Office and Post Roads.—Messrs. 
Goggin, Root, Brown of Pennsylvania, St. John, 
Pheips, Embree, Jones of Tennessee, Lincoln, 
and Kaufman. 

On the District of Colwmbia-—Messss. Chap- 
man, Tallmadge, Brown of Mississippi, Bar- 
row, Ficklin, Henry, Edwards, Thurston. and 
Gaines. 

On the Judiciary.—Messrs. J. R. Ingersoll, 


— = 


On Revolutionary Claims.—Messrs. King of 
Massachusetts, Butler, Bowdon, Iverson, Kel- 
loge, Morris, Newell, Smart, and Lynde. 

On Public Expenditures.—Messrs. Clingman, 
Strohm, Bedinger, Hale, Jameson, Jones of 
Georgia, La Sere, Clark, of Maine, and Con- 
er: ° 

: On Private Land Claims.—Messrs. Gayle, Bra- 
dy, Wick, Ramsay, Harmanson, Tompkins, Can- 
by, Johnson of Tenne-see, and Darling. 

On Manufactures —Messrs. Stewart of Penn- 
sylvania, Abbott, Houston of Delaware, Edsall, 
Sherrill,, Brown of Virginia, Crisfield, Johnson 
of New Hampshire, and Stuart of Michigan. 

On Agriculture —Messrs. White, Sawyer, Pal- 
frey, Harris, Rockhill, Belcher, Thompson of 
lowa, Slingerland, and Goggin. 

On Indian Affairs —Messrs. Barringer, Gentry, 
Thompson of Mississippi, Mclivaine, Cathcart, 
Giddirgs, Peck, Buckner, and Johnson of Arkan- 
sas, 

On Military Affairs.— Messrs. Botts, Burt, Wil- 
son, Haralson, Vickey, Boyd, Marvio, Haskell, 
and Fisher. 

On the Militia —Messrs. Thompson of Ken- 
tucky, Blanchard, McLane, Peaslee, Blackmar, 
Richardson, Beale, Featherston, and Dickin- 
son. 

On Naval Affairs— Messrs. King of Georgia, 
Hoimes of South Caroliua, Schenck, White, Bay- 
ly, Levin, Stanton, Outlaw, and Tuck. 

On Foreign Affairs —Messrs. Smith of Con- 
necticut, Hilliara, C. J. Ingersoll, Marsh, Rhett, 
Pendleton, Duer, McClelland, and Dunean of 
Ohio. 

On the Territories. —Messrs. Smith of Indiana, 
Cranston, Cobb of Georgia, Rockwell of Massa- 
chusetts, Thompsen of Pennsylvania, Gott, 
Morse, Evans of Ohio, and Pillsbury. 

On Revolutionary Pensions.—Messrs. Cocke, 
Silvester, Cummins, Freedley, Bocock, Donnell, 
Hammons, Strong, and Sidvey Lawrence. 

On Invalid Pensions.—Messrs. Fulton, Nes, 
Fries, W. ‘I’. Lawrence, Venablic, Thompson of 
Virginia, Eckert, Wiley, and Petrie. 

On Roads and Canals —Messrs. Schenck, 
Hoimes of New York, Swith of Iilinois, Irvin, 
Clapp, Warren, Peyton, Newell, and Mano of 
Pennsylvania. 

On Patents. —Messers. Farrelly, Maclay, Hen- 
ley, Jones of Georgia, and Miller. * 

On Public Buridings' and Grounds.— Messrs. 
Houston of Delaware, Preston, Faran, McLane, 
and Reynolds. 

On Revised and Unfinished Business.— Messrs. 
Nes, Lord, Hale, Turner, aod Hill of Tennes- 
see. 

On Accounts.— Messrs. King of Massachusetts, 
Gregory, Starkweather, Kenuon, and Henry. 

On Mileage.—Messrs. Belcher, Richley, War- 
ren, Richardson, and Green. 

On Engraving.— Messrs. Levin, Murphy, and 
Adams of Kentucky. 

Standing Committee on Library on part of the 
House.—Messrs. Preston, Murphy, and Palirey. 

Standing Committee on Enrolled Bills on part of 
the House.—Messrs. Hampton of New Jersey, 
and Robinson. 

The following committees, appointed at the 
last session, stand through the Congress, viz: 

On Expenditures in the Department of Stale.— 
Messrs. Barringer, Crozier, Lahm, Dixon, and 
Collins. 

On Expenditures in the Treasury Department.— 
Messrs. Koot, Dounell, Birdsall, Buckner, and 
Featherston, 

On Expenditures in the Department of War.— 
Messrs. Crozier, Thompson of Indiana, Kenton, 
Lord, «nd Lincoln. 

On Expenditures in the Navy Department.— 
Messrs. “f'ompkins, Boydun, Maclay, Clark of 
Kentucky, and ‘Tuck. 

On Expenditures in the Post Office Department. 
Messrs. Wilson, Keliogg, Stuart of Michigaa, 
Leffler, and Thompson of Kentucky. 

On Expenditures on the Public Buildings.— 
Messrs. Cabeli, Hampton of New Jersey, Saw- 
yer, Hoimes of New York, and Richardson. 

Mr. Truman Smith offered the following reso- 
lution : n 

Resolved, That the rules and orders of the House 
of Representatives, as they existed at the close of 
lust session of Congress, he, and hereby are, adopted 
as the rules of the House fur and during the residue 
of the present Congress; and that a commitiee be 
appointed to report such alterations and amend- 
ments as may be deemed advisable. 











Ashmun, Pettit, Hall of New York, Luwpkin, 
Dixon, French, Taylor, and Meade. 





And on motion of Mr. Vinton, the same was 
amended by adding thereto, as follows :— 
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And no order of the House making bill, report, | Miller, Morris, Morse, Murphy, Nicoll, Peaslee, Peck 
or resolution, a special order of the day for any | Petrie, Pettit, Peyton, Phelps, Rhett, Richardson, 
given day, shall entiile it to a preference over gene-| Richey, Rabinson, Rockhill, Sawyer, Smart, Robert 


ral appropriation bills 3 but, no'withstanding such 
special order, the House, or Committee of the Whole, 
may proceed to the consideration of such appropria- 
tion bills. 

To which Mr. Johnson, of Tennessee, propo- 
sed a further amendment, providing for the ap- 
pointment of a Standing Committee on the Smith- 
sonian Institutute; which, after considerable dis- 
cussion, was rejected. 

The previous question was then ordered, and 
the resolution as amended by Mr. Vinton, was 
adopted. 


Communications presented.—The annual report 
of the Secretary of the Treasury, on the State of 
the Finances ; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Ways and Means, and ordered to be 
printed. 7 

Letter from the Secretary of the Navy trans- 
mitting a statement of appropriations for the na- 
— forthe year ending the 30th June 
1848. 

Letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, 
transmitting annual report of the Commissioner 
of the Land Office, for the last year. 

Statement by the Clerk of the House, of books 
furnished in compliance with resolution of 7th 
of August last; all which letters and statement 
were laid on the table and ordered to be printed. 

The proposition of James Gordon Bennett, of 
New York, to report and publish the proceedings 
of the House, for $12,000, was presented and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Printing. 

Mr. Ashmun rose to decline the privilege to re- 
new the resolution offered by him on the previous 
day of session, in reference to the reporting and 
printing of the public debates in the National In- 
telligencer and Union, having been prompted so to 
do by a nole received from the editor of the for- 
mer paper, requesting him to withdraw the pro 
position ; declaring that theic self-respect would 
not allow them to place themselves in a position 
where they could be represented as the ‘' bailed” 
or pensioned agents of this Ilouse. 

The States being called upon for resolutions, 
a number were offered principally of a local or 
private character. Among those of a general 
interest, were the following: 

By Mr? W. T. Lawrence, instructing the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary to inquire into the expe- 
diency of amending tiie Constitution so as to pro- 
vide for the election of the President and Vice 
President of the United States, by a majority of 
all the voles given in all the States—the tota) 
number of votes given in each State one coun- 
ted as so many votes as the said States shall be 
entitled to Senators and Representatives in Con- 
gress. The resolution was adopted. 

By Mr. Eckert: Resolved, ‘hat the Committee 
of Ways and Means be instructed to enquire into 
the expediency of reporting a tariff bill based 
upon the principles of the tariff of 1342. 

And, the previons question being moved by 
Mr. Kaufman, and sustained, the question was 
taken on the adoption of the resolution by yeas 
and nays as fuliows : 

Yeas—Messrs. Abbott, Ashmun, Barringer, Bel. 
cher, Blackmur, Blanchard, Boydon, Brady, Buck- 
ner, Butler, Canby, Chapman, Cocke, Collamer, Con- 

ger, Cranston, Crisfield, Crowell, Crozer, Dickey, 
Dixon, Donnell, Duer, Daniel Duncan, Garnett Dun. 
can, Eckert, Edwards, Alerander Evans, Nathan 
Evans, Farrelly, Fisher, Freedley, Gaines, Gayle, 
Giddings, Gott, Greely, Gregory, Grinnell, Hale, 
Nathan K. Hall, James G. Hampton, Moses Hamp- 
ton, Haskell, Henry, Elias B. Holmes, John W. 
Houston, Hubbard, Hudson, Hunt, Charles J. Inger- 
soll, Kellogg, Daniel P. King, William T. Law- 
rence, Levin, Lincoln, Mclivaine, Marsh, Marvin, 
Morehead, Mullin, Nelson, Nes, Newell, Ouilaw, Pal- 
Srey, Pendleton, Pollock, Preston, Putnam, Reynolds, 
Julius Rockwell, John A. Rockwell, Root, Rumsey, 
St. John, Shepverd, Sherrill, Silvester, Slingerland, 
Caleb B,. Smith, Truman Smith, Stephens, Strohm, 
Tullmadge, Taylor, T'hibodeaux, Richard W. Thomp- 
son, John B. Thompson, Thurston, Tuck, Van Dyke, 
Vinton, Warren, White, and Wilson—96, 
Nays—Messrs. Athinson, Bayly, Beale, Bedinger, 
Bingham, Bocock, Bowdon, Boyd, William G. Brown, 
Charles Brown, Albert G. Brown, Burt, Cathcart, 


Clapp, Franklin Clark, Howell Cobb, Williamson | 
R. W. Cobb, Cummins, Daniel Darling, Dickinson, | 
Furan, Featherston, Flournoy, French, Fulton, Gog- | 


gin, Green, Willard P. Hali, Hammags, Haralson, 


Harmanson, Harris, Henley, Hill, I. E. Holmes, | 


Inge, Iverson, Jenkins, Andrew Johnson, James H. | 
Johnson, Robert W. Johnson, George W. Jones, J. | 


W. .Joncs, Kaufman, Kennon, Lahm, La Sere, Sid- Messrs. Upham, Butler, Ciarke. 
ney Lawrence, Leffler, Ligon, Lord, Lumpkin, Lynde, 
Maclay, McCleliand, McKay, Job Mann, Meade, 


Smith, Stanton, Starkweather, C. E. Stuart, Thomas, 
James Thompson. Robert A. Thompsan, William 
Thompson, Tompkins, Turner, Venable, Wentworth. 
Seb. Wiley, Williams, Wilmot, and Woodward 

The joint resolution, from the Senate, for the 
reappointment of two of the regents of the 
Smithsonian Institute, was taken up, read three 
limes, and passed. 

Bills introduced. By Mr. Cobb: A bill to pre- 
vent either House of Congress from disposing of 
the contingent fund except by joint resolution of 
the two Houses; which was read a first and se- 
cond times. 

Mr. Cobb then moved that the bill be ordered 
to be engrossed, and for this purpose that the 
rules be suspended. The motion was lost. 

By Mr. McClelland: A bill making appropria- 
tions for the preservation, repair, and comple- 
tion of certain harbor improvements on the nor- 
thern lakes; 

And, a bill making appropriations. for certain 
harbors on Lake Michigan, and for the improve- 
ment of the St. Clair flats ; 

Also, a bill granting to the State of Michigan 
the right ot way, and a donation of the public 
lands for the construction of a ship canal around 
the falls of St. Mary’s, in said State ; 

-By Mr. Nicoll: A bill to amend an aet enti- 
tled ** An Act making appropriations for the 
civil and diplomatic expenses of the Govern- 
ment for the year ending the thirtieth of June, 
one thousand eight hundred and forty-nine, and 
for other purposes,” approved August 12, 1848 ; 

By Mr. Smith: A bill granting to the State of 
Illinois the right of way, and a donation of pub- 
lic lands, for making a railroad connecting the 
upper and lower Mississippi with the chain of 
northern lakes at Chicago ; 

Which billSwere severally read and referred. 


Tuesday, December 12, 1848. 


In Senate.—Mr. Calhoun appeared in his seat. 

The Vice President laid before the Senate the 
report of the Superintendent of the Coast Sur- 
vey ; and, on motion of Mr. Baldwin 20U0 extra 
copies were ordered to be printed... 

Petitions presented. A number of petitions and 
memorials of a private nature were presented 
and referred. 

Resolutions offered. Mr. Dickenson submitted a 
resolution of inquiry in reference to advertising 
for mail contracts. Adopted. 

Mr. King gave notice of his intention to intro- 
duce a bill, providing for the payment of interest 
on the advances made tothe General Govern- 
ment for the suppression of Indian hostilities. 

Mr. Westcott offered a resolution, which was 
agreed to, instructing the Committee on Finance 
to inquire into the expediency of repealing exis- 
ting laws imposing tonnage duty on Spanish ves- 
sels in certain cases. : 

Numerous papers, on motion, were withdrawn 
from the files, and appropriately referred. 

Mr. Niles submitted a resolution, instructing 
the committee having control of the contingent 
fund, to inquire and report in reference to the 
operation of the resolution of last session, provi- 
ding for the publication of the debates and pro- 
ceedings of the Senate by the Union and Intelli- 
'gencer. 

Sundry reports were made from various com- 
miltees, on petitions and memorials, presented 
at the jast session, relating to private matters, 
which were severally agreed to. 

The resolution yesterday offered by Mr. Brad- 
bury, setting apart ‘Ihurday of each week for 
the consideration of private bills, was adopted. 

Standing Committees.—On motion of Mr: King, 
it was ordered that the Committee on Military 
and Naval Aflairs shall each consist of seven 
members. . 

On motion of Mr. King, the rule directing the 
eleetion of the Committees by ballot was suspen- 
ded, and the following list of committees agreed 
lo, VIZ: 

On Foreign Relations. —Mr. Hannegan, chaic- 
man; Messrs. Benton, Webster, Mangum, King. 

On Finance.—Mr. Atherton, chairman ; Mes- 
srs. Dickinson, Clayton, Hunter, Phelps. 

On Commerce.—Mr. Dix, chairman; Messrs. 
Breese, Johnson of Maryland, Davis of Massa- 
chusetts, Hamlin. 

On Manufactures.—Mr. Dickinson, chairman, 

















On Military Affairs.—Mr. Benton, chairman; 
Messrs. Davis, of Mississippi, Dix, Badger 
Rusk, Borland, Metcalfe. ; 

On the Militia.—Mr. Rusk, chairman; Mes- 
srs. Atchison, Greene, Dodge, Underwood. 

On Naval Affairs—Mr. Yulee, chairman ; 
Messrs. Miller, Bright, Johnson of Maryland 
Cameron, Badger, Wickinsonk. , 

On Public Lands.—Mr. Breese, chairman ; 
Messrs. Corwin, Felch, Underwood, Borland. 

On Private Land Claims.—Mr. Downs, chair- 
man; Messrs. Foote, Johnson, of Louisiana, 
Fitzpatrick. 

On Indian Affairs.—Mr. Atchison, chairman; 
Messrs. Phelps, Houstof, Bell, Foote. 

Of Claims.—Mr. Mason, chairman; Messrs. 
Westcott, Underwood, Bradbury, Baldwin. 

On Revolutionary Claims.—Mr. Bright, chair- 
man; Messrs. Bradbury, Upham, Rusk, obhnson 
of Louisiana. 

On the Judiciary.— Mr. Butler, chairman ; Mes- 
srs. Berrien, Westcott, Dayton, Downs. 

On the Post Office and Post Roads.—Mr. Niles, 
chairman; Messrs. Sturgeon, Pearce, Rusk, 
Corwin. 

On Roads and Canals.—Mr. Hannegan, chair- 
man ; Messrs. Foote, Clarke, Walker, Spruance. 

On Pensions.—Mr. Johnson of Lousiana, 
chairman; Messrs. Felch, Phelps, Dodge, Bald- 
win. 

On the District of Columbia.—Mr. Johnson of 
Georgia, chairman ; Messrs. Fitzgerald, Miller, 
Foote, Greene. 

On Patents and the Patent Office—Mr. West- 
cott, chairman; Messrs. Turney, Davis of Mas- 
sachusetts, Dayton, Sebastian. 

On Retrenchment.—Mr. ‘Turney, chairman ; 
Messrs, Douglass, Mangum, Niles, Clarke. 

On Territories —Mr. Douglass, chairman ; 
Messrs. Bright, Clayton, Butler, Davis of Mas- 
sachuselts. 

On Public Buildings.—Mr. Hunter, chairman ; 
Messrs. Yulee. Spruance. . 

To Audit and Control thg Contingent Expenses of 
the Senate—Mr. Walker, chairman, Messrs. 
Niles, Pearce. 

On Printing.—Mr. Cameron, chairman; Mes- 
srs Fitzpatrick, Jonson of Maryland. _ 

On Engrossed Bills—Mr. Rusk, chairman, 
Messrs. Mason, Baldwin. 

Oa the Library.—Mr. Pearce, chairman; Mes- 
srs. Davis of Mississippi, Mason. 

On Enrolled Bills —Mr. Rusk, chairman; Mr. 
Hale. 

Nole.x—The vacancies, where the committees 
are not filled, will be supplied by a future ar- 
rangement. 

Powers of the Government under the Constitu- 
tion,—The following resolutions offered at the 
last session by Mr. Bagby, came up in order 
for consideration, viz: 

Resolved, That the Constitution of the United 
States is a compact between co-equal sovereigns, by 
which they, and each of them, delegated certain 
specified powers to furm a General Government tor 
the common benefit of all the parties to said com- 
pact, and such as might become parties to Il. 

Resolved, ‘That the powers not thus delegated by 
the parties to said compact to the General Govern- 
ment, nor any department thereof, remain with the 
States respectively, or with the people. 

Resolved, That the Government of the United 
States possesses no powers, except such as are ex- 
pressly granted to it by the Constitution, or such as 
ure necessary and proper to carry the granted pow- 
ers into effect. 

Resolved, That the power to construct roads, cut 
canals, make harbors, or improve the navigation o 
rivers in any one or more of the States or Territories 
of this Union, is not among the powers expressly 
granted to the General Government by the Consu- 
lution, nor is the exercise of such a power necessary 
and proper to carry any of the granted powers into 
efiect. 

Resolved, That the power to build piers and docks, 
erect buoys and light-houses, and improve the har- 
bors on the lakes, if it exists at all, 1s not derived 
from the power to regulate couimerce, but from the 
power to provide and maintain a navy. 5 

Resolved, That the Government of the United 
States does not pogsess the power to create, origi- 
nate, ordain, establish, or carry on commerce be- 
tween or among the States of the Union, but ouly to 
regulate such commerce as the States or the people 
thereof may create, originate, ordaig, establish, aud 
carry on between or among themselves. 

Resolved, That any attempt by the General Go- 
vernment, under any pretext whatsoever, to con” 
struct roads, cut canals, or improve the navigauon 
of any river within the limits of any one or more 0 
the States of the Union, or witkin any Territory, 18 





On Agriculture.—\ir. Sturgeon, chairman ; 
Messrs. L'urney, Spruance, Atherton, Corwin. 





a palpable violation of the Constitution ; and if it “1 
within the limits of a State or States, is a direct an 
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dangerous encroachment on the rights and sove- 
reignty thereof. 

On motion of Mr. Johnson, of Louisiana, the 
resolutions were laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. Diz, the bill, from the 
House, making appropriations for the repair and 
preservation of certain harbors and rivers, was 
recommitted to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. Yulee gave notice that on Tuesday next, 
he would call up the bill to promote the effici- 
ency of the military and naval establishment, 
and that it be made the special order for that 
day. 

On motion of Mr. Diz, the Senate proceeded 
to the consideration of Executive business. 


House or Representatives.—A number of 
petitions, and memorials were presented and re- 
ferred. 

Mr. Morse moved a reconsideration of the 
vote, by which the amendment of Mr. Johnson, 
{for the appointment of a committee on the 
Smithsonian Institute,] to the resolution of Mr. 
Truman Smith adopted yesterday, was rejected. 

Mr. Pollock moved to lay the resolution to re- 
consider on the table; which was agreed to, 
Yeas 107, Nays 76. 

Mr. Evans, of Maryland, moved a reconsidera- 
tion of the vote by which the House yesterday 
ordered to be engrossed the resolution of Mr. 
Cobb, requiring that all expenditures from the 
contingent fund of either House, shall be made 
by joint resolution. The House reconsidered 
the vote—97 to 8U—and the resolution was then, 
on motion of Mr. Pollock, referred to the Cuom- 
mittee on Accounts. 

Several petitions, memorials, &c., were pre- 
sented and referred. 

On motion of Mr. Rockwell, of Connecticut, 
the bill to provide for the punishment of false 
swearing, in relation to claims before committees 
and the departments, wass taken up and passed. 


Bills introduced —By Mr. Hall, of Missouri: 
A bill to continue in force the acts for the pay- 
ment of horses and other property lost in the 
military service of the United States. 

A biil granting to the State of Missouri the 
right of way, and a donation of public lands, for 
the purpose of making a railroad from Hannibal 
to St. Joseph. 

By Mr. Vinton: A bill granting lands to cer- 
taiw States therein named, to aid them in the 
consiruction of roads, canals, aud the improve- 
ment of their rivers. 


By Mr. Sawyer: A bill in addition to an act’! 


entitled ** Au actin relation to military land 
warrants.” 

Which were severally read twice and re- 
ferred. 

Notices for leave to introduce Bills:—By Mr. 
Phelps: A bill to pay tothe State of Missouri 
the Lwo per cent. upun the proceeds of the sales 
of the public lands which have been sold within 
the limits of the said State, and which have 
been reserved for the purpose of constructing a 
ruad leading to said State. 

By Mr. French: A bill for the relief of Joseph 
Decret. 

By Mr. Dickinson: A bill granting lands to 
the State of Ohio, for the construction of a 
road from Lower Sandusky, Ohio, to the Green- 
ville treaty line, agreeably to the provisions of 
the treaty of Brownstown of 1806. 

By Mr. Goggin: A bill to reguiate and equa- 
lize the pay, aud to provide against future inter- 
ruplions ip the transportation of the mails on 
railroads in the United States, and the territories 
thereof. 

By Mr. Palfrey: A bill for the repeal of all 
acts, or parts of acts, of Congress, establishing 
or mainiaing slavery or the slave trade in the 
District of Columbia. 

By Mr. Featherston: A bill granting a portion 
of the pubiic lands lying within the State of 
Mississippi to said State, tor the construction of 
a ievee ou the east bank of the Mississippi river, 
in said State. 

A resolution of Mr. King, of Mass., from 
the Committee on Accounts, authorizing the pur- 
chase, lor the members, of a pocket map of 
California and the Pacific coast, was agreed to. 

Mr. Leffler submitied a resolution of inquiry, 
as to the expediency of holding the District 
Courts of the United States semi-annually in 
lowa. 

A resolution of inquiry was adopted in re- 
ference to a survey of tne mineral lands on Lake 





Superior. 
Mr, Stuart, of Michigan, offered a joint resolu- 


tion, providing that neither House shall dispose 
of any portion of its contingent fund, without 
the concurrence of the other. 

Mr. Rockwell moved to lay the resolution, on 
the table. Lost, 80 to 87. Laid over. 

Mr. Green, of Mo., offered resolutions of in- 
quiry as to the expediency of establishing an 
additional land office north of the Missouri 
River ; and of a geological and mineralogical 
suivey of the public lands in Missouri. Adop- 
ted. 

On motion of Mr. Gayle, the bill granting the 
right of way, &c. for a railroad from Mobile to 
the Ohio river, was taken from the files and com- 
mitted. 

Mr. Wentworth offered a resolution instructing 
the judiciary committee to inquire into the ex- 
pediency of making all government officers elec- 
live by the people, Adopted. 

A resolution of inquiry was adopted as to the 
expediency of a survey of New Mexico and 
California, for the establishment of a mint there- 
in, and securing by law the application of the 
mineral wealth of those territories to the extin- 
guishment of the public debt. 

Mr. Meade offered a resolution, instructing the 
Territorial Committee to inquire into the expe- 
diency of reporting a bill trausfering to Texas, 
agreeably to the terms of annexation, the ter- 
ritory lying east of the Rio Grande. Adop- 
ted. 

Mr. McLane of Maryland offered a resolution, 
for the appointment of a select committee of 
five to ascertain and report how far this House 
has exercised its constitutional obligations in re- 
gard to the publication of the journal of procee- 
dings. 

A warm debate ensued, in which Messrs. Me- 
Lane of Md., and Jones of.'Tenn., took part, and 
and without a vole being taken on the resolu- 
tion, on motion of Mr. Vinton, the House ad- 
jourued. 








Foreign News. 


ARRIVAL OF STEAMER. 


The Steamship Canada arrived at New York 
on the morning of the 14th inst., with Liverpool 
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| dates to the 25th ult. Cotton was in good demand, | 
and at an advance on last week’s quotations. The | 


large agcumulations of flour rendered the bread- 
stuffs’ market rather dull. Beef is much wanted 
at last quotations. Bacon is dull, and sales are at 
a decline. Lard is inquired for, and cheese has 
receded two to three shillings per cwt. In funds 
there was little doing. 


ConTINENTAL Arrarrs.—The affairs of the 
Continent of Europe still indicate the beginning 
of another rather than the termination of the re- 
cent catastrophe at Vienna. In Austria and 
Prussia there is an important struggle going on 
between Monarchy and Democracy, each being 
convinced that the sword must be the only arbi 
ter between them. Vienna and Berlin are both 
ripe for renewed effurts to secure constitutions 
and. to restram monarchial power, whilst the 
Kings oppose all further attempts at insurrec- 
tion. The Prince of Prussia avows that if the 
throne must fall it shall with honor. There is 
a slumbering insurrectionary feeling, however, 
which the most triviak accident may awaken 
with fearful energy. 


Spain.—Letters from Lisbon state that a con- 
spiracy was detected which was to have taken 
place on All Saints’day. A great number of 
the disaffected were tried by court martial. 


Turkey.—-Tranquillity prevails throughout 
the ‘Turkish dominions. ‘The Sultan has ordered 
the Imperial troops stationed in the Danubian 
provinces to be maintained at his expense. 


Iraty.—Letters from Rome, dated the 6th ult., 
apuounce insurreclionary movements against the 
Pontifical troops on the Austrian frontier. This 
explains the sudden departure from Rome of the 
Minister of War for Bologna and Ferrara. 


The Anglo-French mediation in the affairs of 
Italy, after four months’ diplomacy has just 
reached ils elementary stage, and Krussels has 
been selected as the place for hoiding the conle- 
rence. The whole arrangement lags. 


The agitation for Italian independence has 
boen revived at Florence. At Naples on the 
13th tranquillity prevailed. Much impstierce 
was manilesied for the return of the British 








Minister, since all proceedings under Anglo- 
French mediation were suspended until his arri- 
val. 


France.—The French funds rose on Thursday, 
prior to the sailing of the steamer, under the in- 
fluence of the reports that Cavaignac’s election 
was more probable, because the necessary num- 
ber of two millions of votes would probably not 
be obtained by any one-candidate, in which case 
the Assembly would undoubtedly elect Cavaignac, 
lest the government should not be able to meet 
its engagements at the commencement of the ap- 
proaching new year. Lamartine had not relin- 
quished his candidateship, but will not solicit his 
election himself, or through friends, but will aec- 
cept such support as may be given him. 

The insurrectionary movements by the Red 
Republicans and Socialists are much feared. 
Moarie, Minister of Justice, has been summoned 
to Paris by telegraph and was present in the Na- 
tional Assembly to-day, Lamartine was expec- 
ted to arrive at Paris on Monday, the 26 h. 

A number of the members of the National As- 
sembly have urged Gen. Cavaignac to present 
the projeet of a law ordering the closing of 
Clubs. He declines to incur the odium that 
would be attached to it. 

The subject of the June insurrection is again 
before the Assembly and produces the utmost 
excitement. 


Avustria.—Central Europe continues in a state 
of convulsion, Vienna has subsided into some- 
thing like tranquillity, but in the whole of the 
Prussian provinces, cities are in antagonism to 
the rural districts, and unless some adjustment 
of the quarrel can be brought about at Berlin, 
between the democrats and the court, we see no 
present hope of the speedy termination of the 
trouble which is threatening the whole of Ger- 
many. As we become more correctly informed 
of recent frightful events at Vienna, we are 
struck with the awful crisis through which the 
people have passed. The details furnished by 
some of our countrymen, who were compelled to 
take up arms during the late siege and bombard- 
ment, until they could escape to the Imperialist 
army, all prove that the students and democratic 
party were perfectly reckless of human life, and 
only aimed at defying the Imperial mandates, 
Messenhauser, the commandant at Vienna, was 
shot on the 16th ult. His execution is ascribed 
to the fact, that it was proved that the perfidious 
firing on the Imperial iroops after peace was 
agreed upon, might be attributed to him, 

Numbers of students and fighting men were 
brought out in parties after the affray was over, 
and ruthlessly shot in the streets. It is needless 
to say that these execnlions have created a deep 
sensation throughout Germany and a long time 
must elapse before all the blood which has been 
shed can be obliterated from the minds of the 
people with the feeling of horror it has engen- 
dered. 

Vast numbers of troops have been despatched 
to the seatof warin Hungary. The bravery of 
Jellachich is attested by all parties, and renders 
it probable that he and his Croats will returna 
terribla account of their exploits among the 
Maygars. 

ln Berlin, a strict state of siege is maintained, 
and the people, in spite of their reluctance, have 
been couipelled to give up their arms. They 
still continoe, however, in passive resistance to 
the martial law proclaimed by Gen. Wrangel. 
Up to the latest advices, however, no blvod had 
been shed. The Assembly has been again and 
again dispersed by order of Wrangel, but has 
passed au) enactment declaring the collection and 
payment of all taxes illegal, as is alleged, simply 
with a view of stirring up the provinces into an 
insurrection. 

Breslau and other towns are ripe to take up 
the sword. Gen. Wrangel has steadily followed 
up the disarming of the Burgher Guard, but in 
the meantime deputations have been going to 
and fro from Berlis to Potsdam, imploring the 
King to retrace his steps, to dissolve the Bran- 
denturg ministry, and throw himself into the 
arms of the people. 

On the other hand it is feared that the King 
will dissolve the Assembly, and ex propria motu, 
grant a constitution similar to that of Belgium, 
which is highly liberal. 


Germany.—A letter from Cologne states that 
Dusseldorf was declared in a state of siege. On 
the 22d the Civic Guards were ordered to give 
up their arms, aud the troops of the line to occu- 
py all the square. 
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Eneianp.—It is feared that Lord Melbourne, 
the late Premier of England, is dying. The im- 
pression is that though he may linger for a week, 
or even longer, he cannot recover. , 


Tae CnoLtera.—The total number of cases of 
cholera reported from the first to the Jatest re- 
turns by the Board of Health amount to 1215 
victims. Of this mortality 650 occurred in Scot- 
Jand, a much greater proportion than in England. 

}Jretanp.—The Chief Justice, in the case of 
Emor Martin vs. the Queen, pronounced judg- 
ment on the 18th, overruling all the objections 
of the prisoner’s counsel. The argument on writs 
of error in the case of Smith O’Brien was opened 
before the Judges of the Queen’s Bench on ‘Tues- 
day. In the case of Kevan O’Dougherty, a me- 
morial signed by the jury who found him guilty 
was presented on Saturday to the Lords Jus- 
lices, praying a commutation of the sentence of 
transportation into a term of imprisonment. 








ARRIVAL OF THE STEAMER NiaGara.—On the 
morning of the 16:h the Steamer Niagara ar- 
rived at Boston, after a passage of 14 days trom 
Liverpool. ‘The commercial news is unimpor- 
tant—little change having taken place in the 
money, cotton or breadstuffs markets. ‘The po- 
litical news will be more Interesting. 

A revolution had taken place at Rome, from 
the instigation of the Clubs. The mob surroun- 
ded the Quirinal palace, demanding a new minis- 
try and an immediate declaration of war against 
Austria. The Swiss gnards resisted the mob, 
and the Diplomatic body entered the Palace and 
remained with the Pope, in order to lend their 
moral influence for his protection. Unsuccess- 
ful atlempts were made to fire the palace. The 
guards were overthrown, the Pope’s Secretary, 
shot, and himself compelled to submit to the 
demands of the populace. A list of Ministers 
was then sentin, who were proclaimed on the 
18th, Mazzarellias President. The Pope was 
under duress, and in personal danger. ‘ie Na- 
tional Guards took the place of the Swiss, who 
were disbanded. 
now a nullity. 

France is said to have sent a force to Civito 
Vecchia to sustain the Pope, who is reported to 
have fled from Rome. 


Austria is again tranquil. The Czar has con- 
ferred honors on Windischgratz and Jellachich. 
Av immense imperial army is about invading 
Hungary, which, it is stated, will meet a warm 
reception. Doctors Beecher and Jeallenck have 
been executed for their participation in the re- 
volution at Vienna. 


Prussia.—The reported dismission of the Bran- 
denbough Ministry is not confirmed. Berlin re- 
mains as al last advises. 


France.—Cavaignac has carried a vote of 
confidence in the National Assembiy—503 to 34. 
Hiis speech went to absolve him from all partici- 
pation in the June insurrection; and his pros- 
pects for the Presidency had assumed an en- 
couraging appearance, when the manifesto of 
Louis Napoleon came forth, and produced a- re- 
action. ‘Ibe Prince avows republican siwcerity, 
a detestation of Socialism, and a desire for uni- 
versal peace. Cuvaiguac reprobales, in an envoy 
justruction to the Assembly, an mtention of inter- 
fering in the difficulues at Rome, with which 
his sending relief tothe Pope is greatly at vari- 
ance. Four steam frigates, it is stated, have 
been sent to the Pope, having a brigade on board, 
to secure the liberty of his Holiness and the re- 
spect of his person. An Euvoy Extraordinary 
was also sent to confer with the French Ambas- 
dor at Rome, and a reimlorcement of troops 
was to lollow. 


Austria has accepted the Anglo-French media- | 


tion, and the offer made to hoid the conferences 
jor the pacification-of Italy at Brussels—exprsss- 
ing a stroog desire to enter immediately ou the 
negoliations. M. Bastides deemed it advisable to 
wait until afier the election of the President of 
FYrance, in which Lord Palmerston acquiesed. 
lt was also agreed to prolong the arinistice 
throughout the winter, Ausiria engaging not to 
attack Venice by land or sea, and tne Sardinian 
Government (o retain Admiral Albini with the 
fleet at Ancona. 

The reported assassination of Windischgratz 
was not credited. 


Germany.—The plot of a republican and 
socialist rising, and for the assassination of sev- 


The power of the Pope is| 


NILES’ NATIONAL REGISTER. 


InELAND.—The Irish journals are entirely de- 
void of interest. Smith O’Brien’s case was closed. 


EneLanp.—Viscouut Melbourne died on the 


24th ult. Charles Ballan, a member of Parlia- 
ment, is deceased. ‘Ihe Cholera is on the de- 
crease. 


Cuotera tn Great Brirain.—The total number 
of cases to latest accounts was 1215—deaths 610, re- 
coveries 220. Of the deaths, 368 took place In Scot- 
land. The disease had disappeared in Berlin, was 
making no progress in France, and subsiding in 
Great Britain, so much as to cause no alarm. 

Siciry.—An immediate settlement of the pen- 
ding dispute between the King of Naples and 
his Sicilian subjects is expected to take place. 
Messina will be surrendered, when the royal 
troops will evacuate the island. 

American Stocks.—There has been a fair de- 
mand at improved prices. 

The stock of Cotton in the port of Liverpool 
was estimated at 475,000 bales, of which 295,000 
are American. 


From Mexico.—The brig Titi, which arri:ed 
at New Orleans from Vera Cruz on the 7th 
inst brought papers from Vera Cruz to the 27th 
and from Mexico to the 25th ult. 

It is now currently believed that Paredes es- 
caped in the British Steamer on the [5th ult, 
having been traced as far towards the coast as 
Orizaba. Bustamente despatched a force against 
the insurgents of Sierra Gordo from Querataro, 
but they took refuge in inaccessible fortresses, 
losing only a few men in killed and wounded. 
Durango is overrun by Indians—said to be Ca- 
manches. The road from Durango city to Mazat- 
lan is in their possession, and the villages can 








State thus secured. 


make no resistance to their ruthless attacks. to his exhaustless energy, 
Miguel! Burns, ci-devant Commandant in Tobasco, | an unsightly and expensive nuisance, was by his 
has been arrested, and the pacification of that / enterprise changed trom a pile of crumbling logs 
The New French Minister, | to substantiai and durable walls of stone. We 


period $62,622 91—making the nett pro 53,- 
562 59. : ja 

Battimore anv Ono Raitroav.—Tbe aggre- 
gate revenue of this road for the month of Oc- 
tober was $121,892 79. ‘The transportation from 
the West during the month in some of the prin- 
ciple staples, was: 


Flour, bbls. 52672 Pork & Bacon, tons 74 
Coal, tons 4869 Iron 720 
Tobacco, bhhds. 228 Lard & Butter 376 


Grain & meal tons, 334 Hogs, number 36,832 


The number of hogs was 15,948, or 76 per 
cent., more than in November of Jast year. The 
whole number of hogs brought by the road this 
year was 131,506. 

The tonnage westward, to all points of the 
road from Baliimore, has been 5,962 tons and the 
revenue therefrom $15,052. 

-——~<or- — 

DEATH OF JEREMIAH HUGHES.—It is 
our melancholy duty this day to announce the 
death of JeremiAH Hucues. He died in Balti- 
more on Monday evening, in the 66th year of 
his age. He wasa native of Pennsylvania, but 
removed to Maryland, and settled in Annapolis, 
atan early age. He was for nearly half a cen- 
tury associated with the newspaper press of this 
State, and for many years editor and proprietor 
of the ** Maryland Republican,” which was 
conducted under his management with great 
ability and spirit. : 

The prime of his life was passed in this city 
as many enduring monuments of his useful ness 
attest. Every public improvement during his 
residence among us, owes its execulion maitly 
Our harbor, once 





Le vasseur, had an audience for presenting his | are also indebted to his perserverance} for the 


| credentials. 
| reported to have been successful in obtaining a 
loan of $200,000. 
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RAILROADS. 


PennsyLvAniA Rar_roap.—The second annual 
report of the Pennsylvania Railroad, formerly 
called the Central, has been made, and the stale- 
ments made by the Directors are very satisfac- 
tory to the stockholders. The report states that 
the amount received from instal- 

ments paid in 1s 
Of which there has been expended 





Leaving a ballance of 
Instaliments to be collected 





Funds for the prosecution of the 

work $2,035,440 69 

The estimate of the whole road, graded for 
double track and single track jaid, including road 
over the mo:intains, depots, locomotives, cars, 
| &c. $11,140,000. 
viest trade. 
the trade of the country for the entire distance, 
the whole expenditure is estimated at $7,860,U00. 


UUU, leaving to be subscribed $2,610,000. The 
work is naturally divided into two sections: 
from Harrisburg to the base of the mountain, 
connecting with the road to Johnstown, forming 
/a line of 280 miles Jong; and from the Western 
base of the mountain to Pittsburg, 76 miles— 
making 358 miles as the whole distance between 
the two cities of Pittsburg and Philadelphia. As 
there is some doubt of the requisite funds being 
available as fast as wanted to complete the whole 
work, should the entire line be simultaneously 
placed under contract, the board of Directors 
has applied its whole means to the Eastern Di- 
vision, keeping the work as connected as possi- 
ble, thateach section may be made available for 
dividends as fast as completed. By this policy it 
is thought the work may be opened to Hollidays- 
burg by next spring a year. ‘The estimated cost 
lo this point complete is $4,066,200, on which 
has been expended $1,063,6U7. The estimated 
cost of the Western division 1s $2,451,248, of 
| which there has been expended but $46,004. A 
| further subscription of two millions wiil be needed 
to complete the entire work, and if this sub- 
| scription be promptly made, the eutire road may 
be in acuion by the spring of 1851. 








Georeta Strate Raimroap.—The gross in- 


eral members of the German Parliament had/| come for this road for the year ending Sept. 30th, 


been discovered at Frankfort. 


is $11,585 30, and the expenditures for the same 


The Secretary of the Treasury is | improvement of the public circle, which else 


had remained a rough and unhewn hill. He 
| erected, while among us, more valuable build. 
| Ings than were reared in this cily by the capi- 
tal and industry of its other citizeus combined. 
He possessed truly an active and enlarged 
mind; no narrow selfishness froze the warm 
current of his soul. He was ever ready to sac- 
'rifice his own ease and comfort for the benefit 
‘of his kind and country. During the war of 
1812, he served the State with unflagging resolu- 
tion, acquitting himself in the command of adju- 


| 
| 


1 623,71000 tant general of militia, to which he was assigned, 
1,108,269 31 | with credit and bonor. 


No citizen was more 
,active in disciplining the troops, nor did any 


515,440 69 | perform more real and essential service. No 
1,520,000 U0 | alarm—and such, from our exposed position, 


frequently occurred—ever found him absent 
from his post. 

He occupied many public positions, to which 
he was elevated by the confidence of the com- 
munity, fulfilling the duties of every office with 
capacity and gvod faith. He faithfully served 





This estimate is for the hea-| the interests of this people, in peace and war. 
But to make the road available to! No man has done more than he, in his day and 


| Generation, by sacrificing his private repose for 


the public good. Ina 1843, he removed to Balti- 


Of this sum there have been subscribec $5,250,- | more, and trom that period until last summer, 


had charge of Niles’ Regisiter, which journal 
was conducted by him with diligence and ability. 

He has finished his earthly career, and gone 
to meet his reward, **‘ where the wicked cease 
from troubing, and the weary are at rest.” ‘The 
monuments of his enterprise will remain to 
beautify the home of his adoption, when this 
generation shall be called to appear at the bar of 
an ombipotent and impartial God. 

——__—_~<@r———_- 
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